

Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz., leaves the Senate floor following the final vote to confirm President Barack Obama’s choice of Chuck 
Hagel to head the Defense Department, at the Capitol in Washington, Tuesday, Feb. 26, 2013. McCain had clashed with Hagel over 
his opposition to President George W. Bush’s decision to send an extra 30,000 troops to Iraq in 2007 at a point when the war seemed 
in danger of being lost. 

(AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite) 

Senate confirms Hagel amid GOP skepticism 


Drifted snow nearly buries 
a street sign in rural Pratt 
County, Kan. on Tuesday, 

Feb. 26, 2013. 

(AP Photo/Bo Rader) 

BURIED 

BILL DRAPER 
Associated Press 
KANSAS CITY, Mo. (AP) — 

For the second time in a 
week, a major winter storm 
paralyzed parts of the na¬ 
tion’s midsection Tuesday, 
dumping a fresh layer of 
heavy, wet snow atop cit¬ 
ies still choked with piles 
from the previous system 
and making travel perilous 
from the Oklahoma pan¬ 
handle to the Great Lakes. 
The weight of the snow 
strained power lines and 
cut electricity to more 
than 100,000 homes and 
businesses. At least three 
deaths were blamed on 
the blizzard. 

The Missouri Department 
of Transportation issued a 
rare “no travel” advisory, 
urging people to stay off 
highways except in case 
of a dire emergency. 
Conditions were so bad 
that some snowplows slid 
into ditches, underlining 
the danger even to well- 
equipped travelers. 

“It’s straight hell. It's snow¬ 
ing, blowing, drifting, ev¬ 
erything,” said Robert 
Branscecum, a trucker 
from Campton, III., who 
was hauling Wal-Mart mer¬ 
chandise to Dallas. 


Continued on Page 4 


Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — A 

deeply divided Senate 
voted to confirm Chuck 
Hagel as the next U.S. de¬ 
fense secretary, handing 
President Barack Obama's 
choice the job just days 
before billions of dollars in 
budget cuts hit the military. 
Hagel was expected to be 
sworn in Wednesday. 

The vote was 58-41 Tues¬ 
day, with four Republicans 
joining the Democrats after 
an unprecedented fight 
that touched on Israel, Iran 
and nuclear weapons. 
Republicans had opposed 


their onetime Republican 
Senate colleague, casting 
him as unqualified, hostile 
toward Israel and soft on 
Iran. They described him as 
a radical and far out of the 
mainstream. 

The vote came just hours 
after Republicans dropped 
a delay and allowed the 
nomination to move for¬ 
ward. Hagel, 66, a twice- 
wounded Vietnam com¬ 
bat veteran, succeeds 
Defense Secretary Leon 
Panetta. He joins Obama’s 
new second-term, national 
security team of Secretary 
of State John Kerry and 


CIA Director-designate 
John Brennan at a time of 
uncertainty for a military 
emerging from two wars 
and fighting worldwide ter¬ 
rorism with smaller, deficit- 
driven budgets. 

Obama welcomed the 
Senate vote, saying in a 
statement that “we will 
have the defense secre¬ 
tary our nation needs and 
the leader our troops de¬ 
serve.” Republican objec¬ 
tions remained strong. 

“I continue to have serious 
questions about whether 
Chuck Hagel is up to the 
job of being our secretary 


of defense,” Sen. Lindsey 
Graham, a Republican, 
said in a statement. “I 
hope, for the sake of our 
own national security, he 
exceeds expectations.” 
Among Hagel’s challenges 
are deciding on troop lev¬ 
els in Afghanistan as the 
United States winds down 
its combat presence and 
dealing with $46 billion in 
budget cuts set to kick in 
on Friday. He also will have 
to work with lawmakers 
who spent weeks vilifying 
him. 

Continued on Page 3 
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2 days left: US braces for $85B in budget cuts 


NEWPORT NEWS, Virginia 
(AP) — President Barack 
Obama and a divided 
Congress seem ready to 
make history Friday: The 
first time they’ll miss a cru¬ 
cial economic deadline. 
The $85 billion in across- 
the-board spending cuts 
had been designed to be 
so ugly that Washington 
would be forced to pro¬ 
pose a better way to tack¬ 
le the country’s massive 
debt, but no move was 
made Tuesday to make a 
deal. 

That’s hardly the rosy sce¬ 
nario Obama promised as 
he ran for re-election and 
tried to convince voters 
that Washington would be 
a different place in his sec¬ 
ond term. 

Experts believe the stand¬ 
off is already slowing the 
fragile economy’s recov¬ 
ery from the Great Reces¬ 
sion. The latest Associated 
Press Economy Survey of 
37 economists found that 
most worry that the budget 
fights will persist for much of 
2013 and hinder growth. 
Obama on Tuesday 
warned that the govern¬ 
ment-wide cuts could 
hurt military readiness and 
called the move a “self-in¬ 
flicted wound that doesn’t 
have to happen.” 

But some opposition Re¬ 
publicans see the battle 
as their best opportunity 


M. KUNZELMAN 

Associated Press 

NEW ORLEANS (AP) — A 

high-ranking BP executive 
testified Tuesday that the 
London-based oil giant 
and its contractors share 
the responsibility for pre¬ 
venting blowouts like the 
one that killed 11 workers 
and spawned America’s 
worst offshore oil spill in 
2010. 

Lamar McKay, who was 
president of BP America at 
the time of the Deepwater 
Horizon disaster, is the first 
BP executive to testify at 
a federal trial designed to 
identify the causes of BP’s 
Macondo well blowout 
and assign percentages of 
blame to the companies 


to stand their ground and 
exact deep spending cuts 
from Obama — even if if 
means taking money from 
fhe Defense Department, 
a step Republican law¬ 


involved. 

Rig owner Transocean and 
cement contractor Halli¬ 
burton also are defendants 
at the trial, which began 
Monday. 

A plaintiffs’ attorney 
pressed McKay to agree 
with him that BP bore ulti¬ 
mate responsibility for the 
blowout, but McKay insist¬ 
ed that managing the haz¬ 
ards of deepwafer drilling 
are a “feam effort.” 

“I think that’s a shared re¬ 
sponsibility, to manage the 
safety and the risk,” said 
McKay, now chief execu¬ 
tive of BP’s Upstream unit. 
“Sometimes contractors 
manage that risk. Some¬ 
times we do. Most of the 
time it's a team effort.” 


makers have traditionally 
opposed. 

Many Republicans believe 
they have a mandate to 
cut spending significantly. 
They maintained control 


McKay also defended the 
company’s internal probe 
of fhe spill, which outlined 
a series of mistakes by rig 
workers and faulted de¬ 
cisions by other compa¬ 
nies but didn’t assign any 
blame to BP’s upper-level 
management. 

“I think it was a substantial 
investigation,” McKay said. 
McKay said the rig explo¬ 
sion and spill in the Gulf of 
Mexico was a “tragic acci¬ 
dent” resulting from a “risk 
fhaf was identified.” 

This isn't the first time McK¬ 
ay has testified under oath 
about the spill. He ap¬ 
peared before Congress 
less fhan a monfh after the 
deadly rig explosion. 

U.S. District Judge Carl Bar- 


of the House of Represen¬ 
tatives — even though it 
lost seats — in the Novem¬ 
ber election, in part by 
pledging to cut govern¬ 
ment spending and block 


bier is hearing the case 
without a jury. Barring a set¬ 
tlement, Barbierwill decide 
how much more money BP 
and other companies owe 
for their roles in the disaster. 
McKay’s testimony fol¬ 
lowed that of an expert wit¬ 
ness for people and busi¬ 
nesses suing the company. 
University of California- 
Berkeley engineering pro¬ 
fessor Robert Bea testified 
that BP PLC didn’t imple¬ 
ment a 2-year-old safety 
management program on 
the rig that exploded in the 
Gulf on April 20, 2010. An 
estimated 172 millions of 
gallons (651 million liters) of 
crude spilled into the Gulf 
over the three months that 
followed. □ 


Obama's proposals for in¬ 
creasing taxes. 

The White House has 
warned that the cuts could 
affect everything from 
commercial flights to class¬ 
rooms to meat inspections 
and lead to furloughs for 
hundreds of thousands of 
workers. 

Top Republicans were lin¬ 
ing up behind a plan that 
wouldn't replace the cuts 
but would give Obama's 
agency heads, such as in¬ 
coming Defense Secretary 
Chuck Hagel, greater dis¬ 
cretion in distributing the 
cuts. The idea is that money 
could be transferred from 
lower-priority accounts. 

But Obama rejected the 
idea, saying there's no 
smart way to cut such a 
large chunk from the bud¬ 
get over just seven months 
— the amount of time left 
in the fiscal year. 

“You don’t want to have 
to choose between, ‘Let's 
see, do I close funding for 
the disabled kid, or the 
poor kid? Do I close this 
Navy shipyard or some 
other one?'" Obama 
said. “You can't gloss over 
the pain and the impact 
it's going to have on the 
economy." 

Giving the Obama ad¬ 
ministration more author¬ 
ity could take pressure off 
of Congress to address the 
cuts. But the White House 
is also keenly aware that it 
would give Republicans an 
opening to blame Obama, 
instead of themselves, for 
every unpopular cut he 
makes. 

Obama wants any deficit- 
reduction deal to include 
both targeted cuts and tax 
increases, but Republican 
congressional leaders in¬ 
sist on reduced spending 
alone. 

Obama is proposing clos¬ 
ing tax loopholes that ben¬ 
efit the wealthiest Ameri¬ 
cans and corporations. 
Many Republicans say 
they are done raising rev¬ 
enue after letting taxes on 
top earners increase in De¬ 
cember. 

In the House, Speaker John 
Boehner said he’d already 
done his part, saying the 
House twice passed bills to 
replace the cuts with more 
targeted reductionsO 



In this Dec. 21, 1995, file photo Rep. John Boehner, R-Ohio, dumps out coal, his so-called Christ¬ 
mas gift to President Clinton, during a news conference about the federal budget on Capitol Hill as 
Congressional Republicans tried to restart balanced budget talks on day six of the partial govern¬ 
ment shutdown. President Barack Obama and his officials are doing their best to drum up public 
concern over the shock wave of spending cuts that could strike the government in just 3 days. So 
it’s a good time to be alert for sky-is-falling hype. 

(AP Photo/Denis Paquin) 


BP executive testifies at Gulf spill trial 
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Fed Chairman defends stimulus efforts 


BINYAMIN APPELBAUM 
© 2013 New York Times 
WASHINGTON - The Fed¬ 
eral Reserve chairman, 
Ben S. Bernanke, on Tues¬ 
day downplayed objec¬ 
tions raised by some Fed 
officials about the central 
bank's efforts to stimulate 
the economy, saying the 
policies are both neces¬ 
sary and effective. 
Bernanke, in written tes¬ 
timony submitted to the 
Senate Banking Commit¬ 
tee, also urged Congress 
and the Obama adminis¬ 
tration to replace the se¬ 
questration cuts scheduled 
to begin Friday with a plan 
to reduce federal deficits 
more gradually. 

“Although monetary pol¬ 
icy is working to promote 
a more robust recovery, 
it cannot carry the en¬ 
tire burden of ensuring a 
speedier return to eco¬ 
nomic health,” Bernanke 
said. He warned that the 
combination of previous 
spending cuts and seques¬ 
tration “could create a sig¬ 
nificant headwind for the 
economic recovery.” 

Still, Bernanke was relative¬ 
ly upbeat about the health 
of the broader economy, 
which he described as 
growing at a “moderate if 
somewhat uneven pace.” 
He said disappointing 
growth in the fourth quar¬ 
ter “does not appear to 
reflect a stalling-out of the 
recovery.” Consumer de¬ 
mand kept rising and, he 
said, “Available informa¬ 
tion suggests that eco¬ 
nomic growth has picked 
up again this year.” 
Bernanke, who reports to 
Congress on monetary pol¬ 
icy twice each year, used 
his written testimony to 
strongly defend the Fed’s 
expansion of its economic 
stimulus campaign in Sep¬ 
tember and December 
to reduce unemployment 
more quickly. He will an¬ 
swer questions from fhe 
Senate committee Tues¬ 
day morning, then testify 
before the House Financial 
Services Committee on 
Wednesday morning. 

The Fed, which has 
amassed almost $3 trillion 
in Treasury and mortgage- 
backed securities, is ex¬ 
panding those holdings by 


$85 billion a month until it 
sees clear improvement in 
the labor market. It plans 
to hold short-term interest 
rates near zero even lon¬ 
ger, at least until the unem¬ 
ployment rate falls below 
6.5 percent. 

“In the current economic 
environment, the benefits 
of asset purchases, and 
of policy accommodafion 
more generally, are clear,” 
Bernanke said. “Monetary 
policy is providing impor¬ 
tant support to the recov¬ 


ery" while keeping inflation 
in check. 

The asset purchases and 
the interest-rate policy are 
designed to reduce bor¬ 
rowing costs for businesses 
and consumers. Bernanke 
said the recovery of the 
housing market and high¬ 
er sales of automobiles, 
among other durable 
goods, demonstrated the 
benefit of fhe Fed's cam¬ 
paign. 

Fed Gov. Jeremy C. Sfein 
and some other Fed offi¬ 
cials have expressed con¬ 
cern in recent months that 
low interest rates are en¬ 
couraging excessive risk¬ 


taking by investors pursu¬ 
ing higher returns. Stein in 
a recent speech highlight¬ 
ed rising demand for junk 
bonds and certain kinds 
of real estate investments, 
and shifts in bank balance 
sheets, as areas of poten¬ 
tial concern. 

Bernanke said Tuesday 
that the Fed takes these 
concerns “very seriously,” 
noting that the central 
bank has significantly ex¬ 
panded its efforts to moni¬ 
tor financial markets, and 


has given greater priority 
to financial regulation. 

But he noted that low inter¬ 
est rates also were helping 
to strengthen the financial 
system, by encouraging 
companies to increase re¬ 
liance on long-term fund¬ 
ing, allowing debt levels to 
decline and strengthening 
growth. He added that he 
saw no reason to consider 
a change in course. 

“To this point we do not 
see the potential costs of 
the increased risk-taking in 
some financial markets as 
outweighing the benefits 
of promoting a stronger 
economic recovery and 


more rapid job creation,” 
Bernanke said. 

He also downplayed the 
concern expressed by 
some Fed officials and 
analysts that the central 
bank’s plans to control in¬ 
flation as the economy 
recovers could be compli¬ 
cated by a political back¬ 
lash because it may lose 
money as it sheds some of 
its vast holdings of Treasur¬ 
ies and mortgage bonds. 
Such losses could be large 
enough to prevent the Fed 
from transferring profits to 
the Treasury Department 
for the first time since 1934, 
according to a Fed analy¬ 
sis. Bernanke, noting the 
Fed has transferred $290 
billion to Treasury since 
2009, said it was “highly 
likely” Treasury still would 
see a net benefit from the 
purchases because any 
losses would not exceed 
those profits. 

“Moreover, to the extent 
that monetary policy pro¬ 
motes growth and job cre¬ 
ation, the resulting reduc¬ 
tion in the federal deficit 
would dwarf any variation 
in the Federal Reserve’s re¬ 
mittances to the Treasury,” 
he said. When Bernanke 
last appeared before 
Congress in July, he identi¬ 
fied three major obstacles 
to faster growth: the de¬ 
pressed housing market, 
the financial crisis in Eu¬ 
rope, and U.S. fiscal policy. 
In his prepared testimony 
Tuesday, he did not men¬ 
tion Europe and barely 
touched on housing. But 
he warned that govern¬ 
ment policy was continu¬ 
ing to slow the pace of 
economic growth. 

The recent agreements to 
reduce deficits, Bernanke 
said, focused on short-term 
spending cuts while doing 
little to address longer-term 
imbalances. 

“To address both the near- 
and longer-term issues,” he 
said, “the Congress and 
the administration should 
consider replacing the 
sharp, front-loaded spend¬ 
ing cuts required by the 
sequestration with policies 
that reduce the federal 
deficit more gradually in 
the near term but more 
substantially in the longer 
run.”Q 


Hagel 

Confirmed 

Continued from front 


Sen. John McCain, a Re¬ 
publican, clashed with 
his onetime friend over his 
opposition to President 
George W. Bush’s decision 
to send an extra 30,000 
troops to Iraq in 2007 at 
a point when the war 
seemed in danger of be¬ 
ing lost. 

Hagel, who voted to au¬ 
thorize military force in Iraq, 
later opposed the conflict, 
comparing it to Vietnam 
and arguing that it shifted 
the focus from Afghani¬ 
stan. 

McCain said several Re¬ 
publican lawmakers had 
“a lot of ill will" toward the 
moderate Republican for 
his criticism of Bush and his 
backing for Democratic 
candidates. McCain vot¬ 
ed against Hagel. 
Republicans also chal¬ 
lenged Hagel about a May 
2012 study that he co-au- 
thored for the advocacy 
group Global Zero, which 
called for an 80 percent 
reduction of U.S. nuclear 
weapons and the even¬ 
tual elimination of all the 
world's nuclear arms. 

In an echo of the 2012 
presidential campaign, 
Hagel faced an onslaught 
of criticism by well-funded, 
Republican-leaning out¬ 
side groups that labeled 
the former senator “anti- 
Israel” and pressured sena¬ 
tors to oppose the nomina¬ 
tion. 

Opponents were particu¬ 
larly incensed by Hagel's 
use of the term “Jewish 
lobby” to refer to pro-Israel 
groups. 

He apologized, saying he 
should have used another 
term and should not have 
said those groups have in¬ 
timidated members of the 
Senate into favoring ac¬ 
tions contrary to U.S. inter¬ 
ests. 

Hagel's nomination also 
became entangled in 
Republican demands for 
more information about 
the deadly assault on the 
U.S. diplomatic mission in 
Benghazi, Libya, last Sep¬ 
tember. Ambassador Chris 
Stevens and three other 
Americans were killed in 
that attackO 



Federal Reserve Chairman Ben Bernanke testifies before the 
Senate Banking, Housing and Urban Affairs Committee on Capi¬ 
tol Hill, in Washington, Feb. 26, 2013. During his testimony Tues¬ 
day, Bernanke said that the economy was growing at a “mod¬ 
erate if somewhat uneven pace.” 

(Christopher Gregory/The New York Times) 
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Snowstorm blankets Midwest, barrels towards Chicago 


Continued from front 


He had been stranded 
since Monday evening at 
Beto Junction, about 80 
miles southwest of Kansas 
City. 

“The cars are stuck in the 
parking lot. Some of the 
trucks that tried to leave 
got stuck,” he said. “I’m 
not leaving anytime soon.” 
Up to 10 inches had fall¬ 
en in and around Kansas 
City, Mo., by the time the 
snow tapered off before 
midday. Mayor Sly James 
declared a state of emer¬ 




gency. 

For a second straight 
week, schoolchildren, gov¬ 
ernment workers and oth¬ 
ers caught a break as most 
schools and office build¬ 
ings were closed. Hospitals 
closed outpatient centers 


Fresh snow covers Anish Kapoor’s sculpture “Cloud Gate” in Chicago’s Millennium Park, as a 
winter storm of rain and snow began on Tuesday, Feb. 26, 2013. 

(AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast) 


and urgent-care clinics. 
Although the amount of 


snow was not unusual for 
late February, the snow 
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was so heavy it stressed ev¬ 
erything it fell on, especial¬ 
ly the electrical grid. Power 
was slowly being restored 
as the thick clouds moved 
on. In the northwest Okla¬ 
homa town of Woodward, 
a person was killed after 
15 inches of snow brought 
down part of a roof. The 
storm was also blamed for 
the deaths of two people 
who were killed in rollover 
crashes Monday on Inter¬ 
state 70 in Kansas. 

Heavy snow pulled down 
large trees and caused 
roofs to cave in at busi¬ 
nesses in Belton and War- 
rensburg. Mo., where 13 
inches of snow piled up. In 
Columbia, a canopy over 
gas pumps collapsed at a 
convenience store. 


By noon, the storm had 
arrived in the Great Lakes 
with a mixture of blowing 
snow, sleet and frigid rain 
that disrupted most forms 
of travel. Airlines canceled 
almost 500 flights at Chica¬ 
go’s O'Hare and Midway 
airports alone. 

Elsewhere in Chicago, the 
heavy weather threat¬ 
ened to hold down voter 
turnout in a special elec¬ 
tion to choose the likely re¬ 
placement for former Rep. 
Jesse Jackson Jr. The city 
deployed extra resources 
to keep polls accessible. Its 
full fleet of 284 snowplows 
was out clearing pave¬ 
ment. The wintry mix also 
blew through Iowa, which 
had been expected to es¬ 
cape any serious snowfall. 
Parts of the state could 
now get as much as a foot. 
Fueled by a strong low pres¬ 
sure system, the crescent¬ 
shaped storm began Sun¬ 
day in Texas, then headed 
north. It was expected 
to drop up to 6 inches of 
snow on Chicago before 
crawling east across Michi¬ 
gan toward northern New 
England. 

Schools and major high¬ 
ways in the Texas Pan¬ 
handle remained closed 
for a second day Tuesday. 
Interstate 27 reopened be¬ 
tween Amarillo and Lub¬ 
bock, about 120 miles to 
the south, but the Texas 
National Guard was still 
working to clear much of 
Interstate 40 from the Okla¬ 
homa border to the New 
Mexico state line. □ 
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Christie backs federal funds to expand medicaid 


KATE ZERNIKE 
© 2013 New York Times 
TRENTON, N.J. - Gov. Chris 
Christie of New Jersey, who 
has been a strident critic of 
President Barack Obama’s 
health care law, said Tues¬ 
day that he would accept 
federal money to expand 
the state’s Medicaid pro¬ 
gram for the poor. 

The decision, announced 
during his annual budget 
address here, makes Chris¬ 
tie one of the most promi¬ 
nent Republican gover¬ 
nors to embrace part of 
the health care law. In so 
doing, he enabled tens of 
thousands more people in 
New Jersey to receive in¬ 
surance. “Let me be clear: 

I am no fan of the Afford¬ 
able Care Act,” Christie 
said. “I think it is wrong for 
New Jersey and for Amer¬ 
ica. I fought against it and 
believe, in the long run, 
it will not achieve what 
it promises. However, it is 
now the law of the land. I 
will make all my judgments 
as governor based on what 


M. RUBINKAM 
Associated Press 

An inmate using a home¬ 
made weapon assaulted 
and killed a guard at a U.S. 
prison, the first fatal attack 
on a federal corrections of¬ 
ficer in nearly five years, of¬ 
ficials said. 

Correctional Officer Eric 
Williams was working in 
a housing unit at the Ca¬ 
naan federal penitentiary 
in Pennsylvania when an 
inmate attacked him Mon¬ 
day night, according to 
prison officials. Other prison 
staff restrained the inmate, 
and Williams was rushed to 
a hospital, where he was 
pronounced dead. 

“This is clearly the darkest 
day in our institution's short 
history, and we are in shock 
over this senseless loss of 
a colleague and friend,” 
Warden David Ebbert said 
in a statement. 

The last time a federal pris¬ 
on guard was killed on the 
job was June 2008 in Cali¬ 
fornia, the Bureau of Prisons 
said. 


is best for New Jerseyans.” 
Christie, who has been 
viewed as a possible presi¬ 
dential contender but must 
first win re-election this year 
in a mostly Democratic 
state, portrayed the move 
as being based on practi¬ 


cal considerations. Not¬ 
ing that under the law the 
federal government would 
pick up a greater share of 
state Medicaid costs, he 
said the federal money 


An autopsy revealed that 
Williams, 34, suffered blunt 
head and neck trauma 
and multiple stab wounds 
and cuts. Lackawanna 
County Coroner Timothy 
Rowland ruled Williams’ 
death a homicide. 

Officials did not immedi¬ 
ately release details of 
the attack, including the 
inmate's name, the kind 
of weapon or what, if any¬ 
thing, led to it. 

“There was just no reason, 
no reason at all," Williams’ 
sister, Lauren Williams, 
told The Associated Press. 
“There wasn’t a mean 
bone in him. 

He was not confrontation¬ 
al at all. He’s never been in 
a fight.” 

An FBI spokesman declined 
comment, saying details 
would be released when 
the inmate is charged. It 
wasn’t immediately clear 
when that would happen. 
At least three inmates have 
been killed at the prison, 
which houses 1,350 high- 
security male inmates..□ 


would allow 104,000 more 
poor people to get much 
needed health services, 
and save New Jersey tax¬ 
payers approximately $227 
million in 2014. “Refusing 
these federal dollars does 
not mean that they won’t 


be spent,” Christie said. 
“It just means that they 
will be used to expand 
health care access in New 
York, Connecticut, Ohio or 
somewhere else.” 

At the same time, Chris¬ 
tie still sought to express 
his overall dismay with the 
law. Specifically, he point¬ 
ed to his refusal to have 
the state set up insurance 
exchanges. “I twice ve¬ 
toed saddling our taxpay¬ 
ers with the untold burden 
of establishing health ex¬ 
changes,” he said. 

The announcement came 
a week after Gov. Rick 
Scott of Florida, a Repub¬ 
lican and a former health 
care executive, reversed 
his previous position and 
decided to accept fed¬ 
eral money to expand his 
state’s Medicaid program. 
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New Jersey Gov. Chris Christie, right, and Utah Gov. Gary Her¬ 
bert talk in the State Dining Room at the White House in Wash¬ 
ington. 

(AP Photo/Charles Dharapak) 
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Jury lands Florida Taliban terror support case 


CURT ANDERSON 
AP Legal Affairs Writer 
MIAMI (AP) — A federal jury 
began deliberating Tues¬ 
day in the case of an elder¬ 
ly Muslim cleric accused of 
tunneling tens of thousands 
of dollars to the Pakistani 
Taliban terrorist group. 

The 12-person federal court 
jury must decide whether 
77-year-old Hafiz Khan, 
imam at a downtown Mi¬ 
ami mosque, is guilty or in¬ 
nocent of conspiracy and 
providing material support 
to a foreign terrorist group. 
Prosecutors say Khan or¬ 
chestrated sending of 
about $50,000 from 2008 
through 2010 to the Taliban, 


which has attacked both 
U.S. and Pakistani interests. 
Jurors deliberated for al¬ 
most five hours Tuesday be¬ 
fore quitting for the night. 
They will return Wednesday. 
Hundreds of FBI recordings 
of conversations involving 
Khan, both on the tele¬ 
phone and in person with 
an FBI informant, leave little 
doubt about the imam's 
support for the Taliban and 
bank records clearly show 
the transactions. Assistant 
U.S. Attorney John Shipley 
told jurors. For example, the 
recordings show Khan prais¬ 
ing the deaths of American 
soldiers in Afghanistan, Tal¬ 
iban attacks on Pakistan's 


army and the failed 2010 
bombing of New York's 
Times Square. “This is an or¬ 
ganization that tried to kill 
people in New York City. 
You cannot send money 
to these people, no matter 
what you think the justifica¬ 
tion may be," Shipley said. 
“You don't put a dime in 
the hands of terrorists.” 
Khan, who has been jailed 
since his May 2011 arrest, 
faces up to 15 years in pris¬ 
on on each of four counts. 
He testified in his own de¬ 
fense that the money he 
sent to Pakistan was for 
family members, business, 
for charity and for his reli¬ 
gious school, or madrassa. 


in his ancestral Swat Valley. 
While no fan of the Paki¬ 
stani government, Khan 
insisted he was against the 
Taliban. 

“His intent had nothing to 
do with terrorism, nothing 
at all," said Khan attorney 
Khurrum Wahid. “What it is 
really all about is the inno¬ 
cent people of the village." 
Khan also testified that he 
lied repeatedly to a man he 
thought was a Taliban sup¬ 
porter because the man 
had promised to give Khan 
$1 million for needy people 
and the school. That man, 
Mahmood Siddiqui, turned 
out to be an FBI informant 
who wore a wire to record 


their talks. 

Shipley scoffed at that ex¬ 
planation, noting that Khan 
made similar comments 
in favor of the Taliban dur¬ 
ing phone calls with friends 
and family. 

“That is an absurd story," 
the prosecutor said. 

The case began with six 
defendants indicted in 
May 2011 but ended with 
only Khan on trial. Two of 
Khan’s sons, Izhar and Irfan, 
were previously cleared 
of all charges and three 
more defendants have re¬ 
mained free in Pakistan, 
which does not extradite its 
citizens to face U.S. criminal 
charges.Q 


Where's the Beer? 


Suits: More water, less buzz in Bud, Michelob beer 


MARYCLAIRE DALE 
Associated Press 

PHILADELPHIA (AP) — Beer lovers across 
the U.S. have accused Anheuser-Busch 
of watering down its Budweiser, Miche¬ 
lob and other brands, in lawsuits seeking 
millions in damages. 

The suits were filed in Pennsylvania, 
California and other states on behalf 
of consumers allegedly cheated out of 
the beverage’s stated alcohol content. 
Budweiser and Michelob each boast 
being 5 percent alcohol, while some 
“light” versions are said to be just over 4 
percent. 

Lead lawyer Josh Boxer of San Rafael, 
California, said Tuesday the suits are 
based on information from former em¬ 
ployees at some of the company’s 13 
U.S. breweries. Boxer said water is added 
just before bottling, and cuts the stated 
alcohol content by 3 to 8 percent. 

The multinational Anheuser-Busch InBev 
calls the claims groundless, and says its 
beers fully comply with labeling laws.Q 



Bud Light beer is shown in the aisles of Elite Beverages in Indianapolis. Beer lovers across the country have filed 
$5 million class-action lawsuits accusing Anheuser-Busch of watering down its Budweiser, Michelob and other 
brands. 


(AP Photo/Michael Conroy) 
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To curtail lawsuits, city decides it’s time to fight 


BENJAMIN WEISER 
© 2013 New York Times 
NEW YORK - The Bloom¬ 
berg administration has 
embarked on an aggres¬ 
sive legal strategy intend¬ 
ed to curtail the rising num¬ 
ber of federal civil-rights 
lawsuits filed against New 
York. Instead of offering 
small settlements to avoid 
trial, the city started to 
identify weaker cases and 
has been contesting them 
in court, pushing many to 
trial. 

The city said it was too early 
to judge whether the strat¬ 
egy, which began in July 
2011, had discouraged 
lawyers from reflexively su¬ 
ing the city, but it believes 
the policy has had some 
effect: After five years 
where the number of fed¬ 
eral civil-righfs suits against 
the city had increased, the 
number declined slightly in 
the most recent fiscal year. 
The city also noted that the 
number of such suits that 
are dismissed or withdrawn 
before trial rose by about 
75 percent in the first year 
after the policy went into 
effect. 

Those cases had been typi¬ 
cally viewed as not being 
worth the time or expense 
to fight in court. But city of¬ 
ficials said they had con¬ 
cluded that while settling 
small-scale federal law¬ 
suits might have been ex¬ 
pedient, it did nothing to 
discourage lawyers from 
bringing marginal lawsuits. 
“You’re sort of feeding fhe 
monster, if you will,” said 
Michael A. Cardozo, fhe 
city’s corporation counsel 
and top lawyer. “So we 
started saying to ourselves, 
‘Let's be more aggressive 


here.’” 

The city’s Law Department 
directed its staff to identify 
civil-righfs lawsuits that it 
believed were based on 
weak evidentiary or legal 
grounds, city lawyers said. 
Those cases were desig¬ 
nated “no-pay” cases. 

The city would seek to 
have such cases - which 
typically accuse the city of 
rights violations like false ar¬ 
rest, malicious prosecution 
or use of excessive force 
- withdrawn or dismissed, 
and where that failed, it 
would forgo settlement 
talks and push them to trial. 
Since then, the city says it 
has taken 20 no-pay cases 
to trial, winning 16 and los¬ 
ing three. (One resulted in 
a mistrial, which the city 
won when it was retried.) 
“There’s a saying that I will 
paraphrase: The defini¬ 
tion of insanity is doing the 
same thing and expect¬ 
ing a different result," Mu¬ 
riel Goode-Trufant, a senior 
city lawyer, said. “In order 
to get a different result, we 
needed to try something 
different.” 

About 60 cases are cur¬ 
rently pending trial; the 
city has declined to settle 
52 of those cases, Goode- 
Trufant said recently. 

She said the city had also 
begun pushing more cases 
to trial in which the plaintiff 
had rejected the city’s last 
settlement offer. Over the 
past year and a half, she 
added, the city has won 
two-thirds of about 30 such 
trials that have been held. 
“They’re boasting about it, 
both to us and the court,” 
said Gabriel P. Harvis, a 
plaintiff's lawyer whose 
firm was involved in fhree 


of the recent trials. (The 
firm lost one, had a mistrial 
and, in a third, won $600 in 
damages and collected 
$78,000 in legal fees.) 

In the past, Harvis added, 
“I think it was a foregone 
conclusion that there 
would be a settlement of 
virtually every case.” 
Another plaintiff’s lawyer, 
Gerald M. Cohen, whose 
firm has been involved in 


four such trials, said the 
city’s new approach had 
made him more selective 
about which lawsuits he 
brought. "I'll be honest: We 
kind of got fat and lazy,” 
Cohen said. “We were set¬ 
tling all of these cases. But 
this actually forces us to do 
more, and creates the po¬ 
tential to be more success¬ 
ful for our clients and for 
ourselves." 

Cohen's firm lost two tri¬ 


als but also beat the city 
twice, including winning 
a $190,000 verdict in a 
false-arrest suit in which 
the judge also awarded 
$208,000 in legal fees. 

The city, which has ap¬ 
pealed the verdict, said 
that case was an example 
of a lawsuit it pushed to tri¬ 
al after the plaintiff, Joshua 
Marshall, rejected its last of¬ 
fer. (One of Marshall’s law¬ 


yers, Jon L. Norinsberg, said 
that offer was for $10,000.) 
“We would have settled 
that case for $30,000,” said 
Norinsberg, a former city 
lawyer, who criticized the 
city’s strategy as “terribly 
misguided.” “I think in the 
end, it’s going to cost the 
city much more money 
than it’s going to save,” he 
added. The 50-some cases 
that the city has taken to 
trial under the new policy 


are just a fraction of the 
1,500 civil-rights lawsuits 
filed in federal court each 
year. Slightly more are filed 
annually in sfate court, 
where the policy does not 
now apply. 

Nico Wisdom’s case was 
one of 16 no-pay cases 
that the city had won. He 
was arrested in May 2010 
in Brooklyn after the police 
said he had been serving 


as a lookout for another 
man who was accused of 
selling crack cocaine to an 
undercover detective, the 
lawsuit said. The charge 
against Wisdom was later 
adjourned in contempla¬ 
tion of dismissal, according 
to the civil-rights suit that 
he filed. Wisdom denied 
that he had committed 
a crime or that the police 
had probable cause to ar¬ 
rest him. □ 
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Michael Cardozo, New York’s corporation counsel, right, talks with Muriel Goode-Trufant, a senior 
city lawyer, in Cardozo’s office in New York, Feb. 25, 2013. The city’s legal strategy to reduce the 
number of civil-rights lawsuits brought against it by going to trial, rather than its former policy of 
offering small settlements, has produced mixed results. (Todd Heisler/The New York Times) 


Justices scold Texas prosecutor for racial statement 


COREY KANE 

© 2013 Hearst Newspapers 
WASHINGTON - Two U.S. 
Supreme Court justices - 
Sonia Sotomayor and Ste¬ 
phen Breyer - took the rare 
step of admonishing a fed¬ 
eral prosecutor from Texas 
earlier this week after read¬ 
ing a racially inflammatory 
statement he made while 
questioning a defendant 
in a drug case. 

Sam Ponder, an assistant 
U.S. attorney working in 


San Antonio office of the 
western Texas district, in¬ 
voked race and ethnicity 
at a 2011 trial. 

"You've got African-Amer¬ 
icans, you've got Hispan- 
ics, you've got a bag full of 
money. Does that tell you - 
a light bulb doesn’t go off 
in your head and say, ‘This 
is a drug deal?'” Ponder 
asked during cross-exami¬ 
nation. 

In an opinion written by 
Sotomayor, the two jus¬ 


tices declared that "the 
prosecutor here tapped a 
deep and sorry vein of ra¬ 
cial prejudice that has run 
through the history of crimi¬ 
nal justice in our nation.” 
"It is deeply disappoint¬ 
ing to see a representative 
of the United States resort 
to this base tactic more 
than a decade into the 
21st century,” Sotomayor 
and Breyer wrote. "We ex¬ 
pect the Government to 
seek justice, not to fan fhe 


flames of fear and preju¬ 
dice." 

Despite the controversy, 
the bottom line didn’t 
change: The Supreme 
Court denied Charles Cal¬ 
houn’s appeal of his drug 
conviction. Calhoun had 
argued that the prosecu¬ 
tor's racial comments vio¬ 
lated his constitutional right 
to equal protection under 
the law. 

In a telephone interview. 
Ponder said he regret¬ 


ted the way the question 
came out. 

"I should have said you're 
in a room with a bunch of 
strangers," Ponder told 
the Houston Chronicle and 
San Antonio Express-News. 
Trial testimony indicated 
that Calhoun traveled 
from Houston to San Anto¬ 
nio with a friend and met 
another group in a hotel, 
where the defendant's 
friend exchanged a bag 
of money.Q 
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New York Times backs AP lawsuit against Meltwater 


NEW YORK (AP) — The 

Newspaper Association 
of America, the New York 
Times Co. and several oth¬ 
er newspaper companies 
have filed papers in sup¬ 
port of a lawsuit filed by The 
Associated Press against 
Meltwater, a company 
that monitors the media for 
corporate customers. 

The AP sued Meltwater 
U.S. Holdings Inc. and its 
Meltwater News Service 
in U.S. District Court for the 
Southern District in Manhat¬ 
tan last February, alleging 
that the company copies 
AP content and sells it to 
clients without paying AP 
licensing fees. 

The Times and other com¬ 
panies, including USA To¬ 
day publisher Gannett 
Co., Inc., The McClatchy 
Co. and Advance Publica¬ 
tions, Inc., said in court pa¬ 
pers filed late Monday that 
their businesses would be 


ERICA WERNER 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Re¬ 
publicans and Democrats 
said Tuesday that farmers 
should be allowed to hire 
foreign workers more eas¬ 
ily as Congress reworks U.S. 
immigration laws. 

But there was some dis¬ 
agreement on how it 
should happen. 

Lawmakers and witnesses 
at a House Judiciary sub¬ 
committee hearing said 
the visa program that lets 
farmers hire foreign agricul¬ 
tural workers is so unwieldy 
it accounts for only a very 
small percentage of the 
hundreds of thousands of 


jeopardized if Meltwater's 
activities were allowed to 
continue. The publishers ar¬ 
gue that their websites and 
other digital businesses that 
generate revenue through 
advertising, subscriptions 


farm workers hired in the 
U.S. Half or more of agricul¬ 
ture workers are here ille¬ 
gally, experts agree. 

These workers play a criti¬ 
cal role to the U.S. econ¬ 
omy and food supply, 
harvesting fruits and veg¬ 
etables around the coun¬ 
try. But growers said their 
productivity and ability to 
keep operations in the U.S. 
is threatened by difficulties 
ensuring a stable labor sup¬ 
ply, and that must change. 
Meanwhile workers said 
they should get more pro¬ 
tections and that farm 
workers should have the 
opportunity to obtain citi¬ 
zenship or at least perma- 


and licensing fees are 
threatened if other com¬ 
panies can distribute their 
content without paying li¬ 
censing fees. 

“None of these revenue 
streams can be sustained if 


nent legal status. 

“It is a costly, time-consum¬ 
ing and flawed program," 
said Judiciary Chairman 
Bob Goodlatte, a Republi¬ 
can. 

“If we are honest we must 
admit that Congress es¬ 
sentially left farmers with no 
choice but to hire undocu¬ 
mented workers. 

Let’s not fool ourselves,” 
said Rep. Zoe Lofgren, a 
Democrat. 

The existing program for 
temporary farmworkers 
— the H-2A visa — allows 
workers into the U.S. for 10 
months at a time but grow¬ 
ers complain that it is ex¬ 
tremely bureaucratic and 


news organizations are un¬ 
able to protect their news 
reports from the wholesale 
copying and redistribution 
by free-riders like Meltwa¬ 
ter,” the filing said. 

Also joining in the friend- 
of-the-court brief was 
BurrellesLuce, a Meltwater 
competitor that says it is at 
a disadvantage because 
it pays to license content 
that Meltwater takes for 
free. 

Meltwater did not immedi¬ 
ately have a comment. 
Meltwater was founded in 
2001 in Oslo, Norway. Ac¬ 
cording to the company’s 
website, it has more than 
800 employees working in 
55 offices around the world. 
The company says it moni¬ 
tors more than 162,000 on¬ 
line publications for its cli¬ 
ents. 

Its clipping service tracks 
media coverage of prod¬ 
ucts and other activities. 


pays artificially inflated 
wages. Some 55,000 H-2A 
visas were issued in 2011 
compared to over a mil¬ 
lion workers on fields and 
farms. Goodlatte said there 
should be a new program 
to replace the existing one 
and ensure a “stable, legal 
agricultural workforce.” 

But several Democrats 
said any changes should 
be made in the context of 
comprehensive changes 
to the nation's immigration 
laws that would provide a 
pathway to citizenship for 
illegal immigrants already 
in the country, including 
eventual citizenship for 
farmworkers. □ 


Meltwater uses the infor¬ 
mation to help clients ana¬ 
lyze the effectiveness of 
marketing and public rela¬ 
tions campaigns. 

In the filing, the AP’s sup¬ 
porters argued that Melt¬ 
water's service differs 
from a search engine. The 
distinction could be im¬ 
portant because search 
engines have legal protec¬ 
tion from paying licensing 
fees if they merely point 
users to a location where 
information can be found. 
Meltwater tailors its clip¬ 
ping service to specific cli¬ 
ents and copies the head¬ 
line and lead paragraph of 
stories, the filing said. 
Meltwater includes more 
content if the client re¬ 
quests it. 

The AP's supporters also 
said Meltwater's service 
does not amount to “fair 
use” because it copies 
material without alteration, 
does not aid the public 
good and damages the 
market for copyrighted 
work. 

Laura Malone, acting gen¬ 
eral counsel for the AP, 
said the news coopera¬ 
tive welcomed the support 
from the newspaper com¬ 
panies. 

“It demonstrates that the 
media community stands 
together in recognizing 
that Meltwater’s business 
of appropriating and sell¬ 
ing media content cannot 
be excused as fair use and 
instead is infringing,” she 
said. 

Founded in 1846, The As¬ 
sociated Press is a not-for- 
profit news cooperative 
owned by its American 
newspaper and broadcast 
members. □ 



The Newspaper Association of America, the New York Times Co. 
and several other newspaper companies have filed papers in 
support of a lawsuit filed by The Associated Press against Melt¬ 
water, a company that monitors the media for corporate cus¬ 
tomers. 

(AP Photo/Richard Drew) 


Bipartisan agreement on more farm workers 
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Fiery balloon accident kills 19 tourists in Egypt 


MAGGIE MICHAEL 
Associated Press 
LUXOR, Egypt (AP) — The 

terror lasted less than two 
minutes: Smoke poured 
from a hot air balloon car¬ 
rying sightseers on a sunrise 
flight over the ancient city 
of Luxor, it burst in a flash of 
flame and then plummeted 


about 1,000 feet to earth. 
A farmer watched help¬ 
lessly as tourists trying to es¬ 
cape the blazing gondola 
leaped to their deaths. 
Nineteen people were 
killed Tuesday in what ap¬ 
peared to be the deadliest 
hot air ballooning accident 
on record. A British tourist 
and the Egyptian pilot, who 
was badly burned, were 
the sole survivors. 

The tragedy raised worries 
of another blow to the na¬ 
tion's vital tourism industry, 
decimated by two years 
of unrest since the 2011 
revolution that toppled au¬ 


tocrat Hosni Mubarak. The 
southern city of Luxor has 
been hit hard, with vacant 
hotel rooms and empty 
cruise ships. 

It also prompted accusa¬ 
tions that authorities have 
let safety standards decline 
amid the political turmoil 
and infighting, although 


civil aviation officials said 
fhe balloon had been in¬ 
spected recently and that 
the pilot may have been to 
blame, jumping out rather 
than stopping the fire. 
Aufhorifies suspended hot 
air balloon flights, a popu¬ 
lar tourist attraction here, 
while investigators deter¬ 
mined the cause. 

The balloon was carrying 
20 tourists — from France, 
Britain, Belgium, Japan 
and Hong Kong — and an 
Egyptian pilot on a flight 
over Luxor, 510 kilometers 
(320 miles) south of Cairo, 
officials said. The flights 


provide spectacular views 
of the ancient Karnak and 
Luxor temples and the Val¬ 
ley of the Kings, the burial 
ground of Tutankhamun 
and other pharaohs. 
According to initial indica¬ 
tions, the balloon was in 
the process of landing after 
7 a.m. when a cable got 


caught around a helium 
tube and a fire erupted, 
according to an investiga¬ 
tor with the state prosecu¬ 
tor’s office. 

The balloon then ascend¬ 
ed rapidly, the investigator 
said. The fire detonated a 
gas canister and the bal¬ 
loon plunged about 300 
meters (1,000 feet) to the 
ground, crashing in a sug¬ 
ar cane field outside al- 
Dhabaa village just west 
of Luxor, a security official 
said. 

Both the investigator and 
the security official spoke 
on condition of anonym¬ 



Egyptian policemen stand guard at the site of the balloon accident, in Luxor, Egypt, Tuesday, Feb. 
26, 2013. A hot air balloon flying over Egypt’s ancient city of Luxor caught fire and crashed into a 
sugar cane field on Tuesday, killing at least 19 foreign tourists in one of the world’s deadliest bal¬ 
looning accidents and handing a new blow to Egypt's ailing tourism industry. 

(AP Photo/Nasser Nasser) 


ity because they were not 
authorized to talk to the 
media. One of those on 
fire was a visibly pregnant 
woman, he said. 

Amateur video taken from 
another balloon and shown 
on Al-Jazeera Mubasher 
television showed the bal¬ 
loon’s final momenfs. 
Smoke is seen rising for sev¬ 
eral seconds from the gon¬ 
dola, silhouetted against 
the risen sun. 

The balloon itself catches 
fire with a flash, and in an 
instant, it bursts and falls 
as a fireball fo the ground, 
trailing smoke. Egyptians 
on the balloon filming the 
scene can be heard cry¬ 
ing and gasping in horror at 
the sight. 


The bodies of fhe fourisfs 
were scattered across the 
field around the remnants 
of the balloon, as rescue 
officials collected the re¬ 
mains. 

The crash immediately 
killed 18, according to Lux¬ 
or Gov. Ezzat Saad. Two 
Britons and the pilot were 
taken to a hospital, but one 
of the Britons died of his in¬ 
juries soon after. 

Among the dead were nine 
tourists from Hong Kong, 
four Japanese — including 
a couple in their 60s — two 
French, a Belgian and a 
second Briton, according to 
Egyptian officials, although 
there were conflicting re¬ 
ports on the nationality of 
the 19th victimO 


SPECIAL 
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CAJUN BEEF SALAD 

tossed with olives, onions, paprika and chili sauce 
SEAFOOD COCKTAIL 
with a pink yoghurt cocktail sauce 
ESCARGOT A LA CREME 
creamy garlic sauce with fresh mushrooms 
GARDEN SALAD BOULANGERE 
dressed with your choice of dressing 
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SOUP OF THE DAY 
home made 

Third Course 

STEAK DIANE 

, with sauteed mushrooms tomatoes and herbs 
PICCATA MILANAISE 
served on a bed of pasta with parmesan 
CHICKEN FLORENTINE 
baked stuffed with creamed spinach 
PLAIN OR STUFFED GROUPER 
stuffed with seafood thermidor 


Fourth Course 

CHOCOLATE MOUSSE 
PINEAPPLE SOUFFLE 
ICE CREAM 


FOR RESERVATION LA 503-0090 
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Benedict to be called ‘emeritus pope,’ clothed in white 


NICOLE WINFIELD 
Associated Press 
VATICAN CITY (AP) — Two 

pontiffs, both wearing 
white, both called “pope” 
and living a few yards from 
one another, with the same 
key aide serving them. 

The Vatican’s announce¬ 
ment Tuesday that Pope 
Benedict XVI will be known 
as “emeritus pope” in his 
retirement, be called “Your 
Holiness” and continue to 
wear the white cassock as¬ 
sociated with the papacy 
has fueled concerns about 
potential conflicts arising 
from the peculiar reality 
now facing the Catholic 
Church: having one reign¬ 
ing and one retired pope. 
Benedict’s title and what 
he will wear have been a 
major source of specula¬ 
tion since the 85-year-old 
pontiff stunned the world 
and announced he would 
resign Thursday, the first 
pope to do so in 600 years. 
There has been good rea¬ 
son why popes haven’t 
stepped down in past cen¬ 
turies, given the possibil¬ 
ity for divided allegiances 
and even schism. But the 
Vatican insists that while 
the situation created by 
Benedict’s retirement is 
certainly unique, no major 
conflicts will arise. 
“According to the evolu¬ 
tion of Catholic doctrine 
and mentality, there is only 
one pope. Clearly it’s a new 
situation, but I don’t think 
there will be problems,” 
Giovanni Maria Vian, the 
editor of the Vatican news¬ 


TOBY STERLING 
Associated Press 
AMSTERDAM (AP) — Am¬ 
sterdam plans to raise the 
minimum age for prosti¬ 
tutes from 18 to 21 and 
force brothels to close dur¬ 
ing early morning hours. 

At a press conference 
Tuesday, mayor Eberhard 
van der Laan said the 
moves came from a de¬ 
cision to crack down on 
crime in the city’s famed 
Red Light District and pro¬ 
tect sex workers — mostly 
women — from abuse. 
Amsterdam is home to 
about 8,000 professional 
sex workers, the city esti- 


paper L'Osservatore Ro¬ 
mano, said in an interview. 
Critics aren't so sure. Some 
Vatican-based cardinals 
have privately grumbled 
that it will make it more dif¬ 
ficult for the next pope with 
Benedict still around. 

Swiss theologian Hans Kue- 
ng, Benedict’s one-time 
colleague-turned-critic, 
went further: “With Bene¬ 
dict XVI, there is a risk of a 
shadow pope who has ab¬ 


mates, half of them who 
operate behind windows 
with red velvet curtains 
and red lights. Van der 
Laan said under the new 
regime, all windows would 
be closed from 4 a.m. to 
9 a.m. Prostitution was le¬ 
galized in the Netherlands 
in 2000. It has been toler¬ 
ated in Amsterdam since 
the 1600s, when the spice 
trade made it one of the 
world’s wealthiest port cit¬ 
ies. But the city has been 
tightening its rules since 

2006 and shuttered a third 
of ifs brofhel windows from 

2007 to 2009. Van der Laan 
said the city intends to in¬ 


dicated but can still indi¬ 
rectly exert influence,” he 
fold Germany's Der Spie¬ 
gel magazine last week. 
The Vatican spokesman, 
the Rev. Federico Lom¬ 
bardi, said Tuesday that 
Benedict himself decided 
on his name and wardrobe 
in consultation with others, 
settling on “Your Holiness 
Benedict XVI” and either 
“emeritus pope" or “emeri¬ 
tus Roman pontiff." 


troduce fhe new measures 
by July. 

“We fhink the situation is 
so grave that we have to 
act,” he told reporters. 

He said young prostitutes 
were particularly vulner¬ 
able because they were 
often groomed by pimps 
who force them into ser¬ 
vice when they turn 18. He 
said the city’s first priority 
was to keep women from 
being pushed into prostitu¬ 
tion and its second was to 
help those who wish to exit 
the profession. 

Other measures he plans 
to introduce include forc¬ 
ing all brothel owners to 


Lombardi said he didn't 
know why Benedict had 
decided to drop his other 
main title: bishop of Rome. 
In the two weeks since 
Benedict’s resignation an¬ 
nouncement, Vatican of¬ 
ficials had suggested that 
Benedict would likely re¬ 
sume wearing the tradi¬ 
tional black garb of a cler¬ 
ic and would use the title 
“emeritus bishop of Rome” 
to avoid creating confu¬ 
sion with the future pope. 
Adding to the concern is 
that Benedict's trusted sec¬ 
retary, Archbishop Georg 
Gaenswein, will be serving 
both pontiffs — living with 
Benedict at the monastery 
being converted for him in¬ 
side Vatican grounds while 
keeping his day job as pre¬ 
fect of the new pope’s 
household. 

Asked about the potential 
for conflict, Lombardi was 
defensive, saying fhe de¬ 
cisions had been clearly 
reasoned and were likely 
chosen for the sake of sim¬ 
plicity. “I believe it was well 
thought out,” he said. 
Benedict himself has made 
clear he is retiring to a life¬ 
time of prayer and medi¬ 
tation “hidden from the 
world.” However, he still will 
be very present in the tiny 
Vatican city-state, where 
his new home is right next 
door to the Vatican Radio 
transmission tower and has 
a lovely view of the dome 
of St. Peter’s Basilica. 

Kueng said it was a mistake 
for Gaenswein to serve 
both men and for Benedict 


prostitutes 

submit a business plan. 

The Dutch tolerance of 
prosfitufion has always 
been a subject of debate, 
and after it was legalized, 
city officials realized that 
move had not served to re¬ 
duce abuses. A proposed 
new national law would 
create a database of reg¬ 
istered prostitutes, but it 
has never been passed by 
Parliament. 

Dutch officials are now 
studying Sweden's prostitu¬ 
tion laws as a possible mod¬ 
el. Swedish law criminalizes 
only visiting prostitutes and 
does not punish the prosti¬ 
tutes themselves. □ 


to remain so close to the 
center of acfion. 

“No priest likes it if his pre¬ 
decessor sits next to the 
rectory and watches ev¬ 
erything he does,” Kueng 
was quoted as saying in 
Der Spiegel. “And even for 
the bishop of Rome, it is not 
pleasant if his predecessor 
constantly has an eye on 
him.” 

However, others reasoned 
that Benedict's retirement 
plans and title were in 
keeping with those of other 
retired heads of state. 

“I was somewhat surprised 
that Benedict would still be 
called ‘His Holiness’ and 
would wear white, but it's 
akin to the former U.S. pres¬ 
idents being addressed as 
‘Mr. President,'” said the 
Rev. James Martin, a Je¬ 
suit writer and editor. “It’s a 
mark of respect for the for¬ 
mer office he once held.” 
“Overall, I don't think that 
after the conclave there 
will be any doubt about 
who the pope is, or who is 
in charge,” he said. 

While Benedict will no lon¬ 
ger wear his trademark red 
shoes, he has taken a liking 
to a pair of hand-crafted 
brown loafers made for 
him by artisans in Leon, 
Mexico, and given to him 
during his 2012 visit. He will 
wear those in retirement, 
Lombardi said. 

Lombardi also elaborated 
on the College of Car¬ 
dinals meetings that will 
take place after the pa¬ 
pacy becomes vacant 
— crucial gatherings in 
which cardinals will discuss 
the problems facing the 
church and set a date for 
the start of fhe conclave fo 
elect Benedict's successor. 
The first meeting isn’t ex¬ 
pected until Monday, Lom¬ 
bardi said, since the official 
convocation to cardinals 
to come to Rome will only 
go out on Friday — the first 
day of what's known as the 
“sede vacante,” or the va¬ 
cancy between papacies. 
In all, 115 cardinals un¬ 
der the age of 80 are ex¬ 
pected in Rome for the 
conclave to vote on who 
should become the next 
pope. Two other eligible 
cardinals have already 
said they are not coming, 
one from Britain and an¬ 
other from Indonesia. □ 



People walk past portraits of Pope Benedict XVI on display at 
a bookshop near the Vatican, Tuesday, Feb. 26, 2013. Pope 
Benedict XVI will be known as “emeritus pope” in his retirement 
and will continue to wear a white cassock, the Vatican 
announced Tuesday, again fueling concerns about potential 
conflicts arising from having both a reigning and a retired pope. 

(AP Photo/Dmitry Lovetsky) 
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First Gaza rocket in 3 months rattles cease-fire 


DANIEL ESTRIN 
Associated Press 
JERUSALEM (AP) — Gaza 
militants on Tuesday fired a 
rocket into Israel for the first 
time in three months, rat¬ 
tling a cross-border truce 
that has held since Israel’s 
military offensive against 
the Hamas-run territory. 
Israel closed Gaza’s main 
cargo crossing until further 
notice, an apparent warn¬ 
ing to Gaza’s Hamas rulers 
to clamp down on rocket 
squads. 

“Quiet will be met with qui¬ 
et, missiles will be met with a 
response,” said Israeli Presi¬ 
dent Shimon Peres, adding 
that he believes both sides 
“have a deep interest in 
lowering the flames.” 
Militants claiming affiliation 
with the Al Aqsa Martyrs' 
Brigades, a violent offshoot 
of Palestinian President 
Mahmoud Abbas’ Fatah, 
movement took responsi¬ 
bility. They said in an email 
to journalists that they fired 
the rocket to avenge the 
death of a Palestinian in 
Israeli custody. It was im¬ 
possible to independently 
verify the claim of respon¬ 
sibility. 

The detainee, Arafat Jara- 
dat, 30, died over the 
weekend after interroga¬ 
tion by Israel’s Shin Bet se¬ 
curity services. Palestinian 
officials, citing an autopsy, 
said the detainee was tor¬ 
tured, while Israel says more 
tests are needed to deter¬ 
mine the cause of death. 
U.N. political chief Jeffrey 
Feltman called for a inde¬ 
pendent investigation into 
Jaradat’s death. He also 
called the rocket fire from 
Gaza “troubling” and ap¬ 
pealed to Israel to “exer¬ 


cise maximum restraint.” 
Jaradat's death has 
sparked protests in the 
West Bank, including near 
the town of Bethlehem on 
Monday. 

Two Palestinian teens, ages 
13 and 16, were wounded 
in a confrontation with Is¬ 


raeli soldiers. The older boy 
was transferred to Jerusa¬ 
lem's Hadassah Hospital af¬ 
ter being shot in the head 
and was in critical condi¬ 
tion Tuesday, hooked up to 
a respirator, officials said. 
The rocket from Gaza land¬ 
ed south of the Israeli city 
of Ashkelon early Tuesday, 
said police spokesman 
Micky Rosenfeld. The rocket 


caused damage to a road 
but no injuries, he said. 

It was the first rocket fired 
from Gaza since Israel’s 
military offensive against 
rocket squads in the coast¬ 
al strip last November. The 
Hamas militant group has 
ruled Gaza since ousting 


forces loyal to Abbas in 
2007. 

Over the past decade, 
Gaza militants have fired 
thousands of rockets and 
mortar shells at Israel, and 
Israel has responded with 
military strikes. In between 
periods of cross-border vio¬ 
lence, informal cease-fires 
have taken hold. 

Hamas government 


spokesman Ehab Ghussein 
denied a rocket was fired, 
indicating Hamas was try¬ 
ing to distance itself from 
the incident. In the past, 
militant splinter groups 
have fired rockets at times 
when Hamas tried to dis¬ 
courage such attacks. 
Hamas has enforced an 
Egyptian-brokered cease¬ 
fire that ended eight days 
of fighting with Israel in 
November, when Gaza 
militants fired hundreds of 
rockets at Israel as the Is¬ 
raeli air force pounded tar¬ 
gets in Gaza. 

Israel’s closing of the Kerem 


Shalom cargo crossing with 
Gaza appeared aimed at 
pressuring Hamas to pre¬ 
vent further rocket fire. Ker¬ 
em Shalom is the main con¬ 
duit for goods into Gaza, 
though smuggling of goods 
from Egypt through tunnels 
continues. 

Under the cease-fire, Israel 
pledged to increase the 
movement of goods into 
Gaza, which has been sub¬ 
ject to an Israeli blockade 
since the Hamas takeover. 
Until Tuesday’s closure, Is¬ 
rael was permitting most 
consumer items into the 
coastal strip.□ 
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PALM BEACH #33-A 



STEAK, SEAFOOD, B.B.Q. & FUN! 


WWW.WACKYWAHOOS.COM 

Ex-Hadicurari BBQ & Grill with the same owner’s. 
We do our own daily fishing so we serve the freshest 
seafood on the Island. 

Very reasonable price, exciting menu and 

NO SERVICE CHARGE 
Dinner from 5:30 - 10:00 

Monday - Saturday 



FRESH CATCH & SEAFOOD 

We are located close to the High-rise 
hotel's at walking distance. 

_ RESERVATION REQUIRED _ 


TEL: 586-7333 




Israeli border policemen fire tear gas during clashes after the 
funeral of Arafat Jaradat in the West Bank of Hebron. 

(AP Photo/Nasser Shiyoukhi) 
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Cuba says cigar 
sales last year 
hit $416 million 

HAVANA (AP) — Cuban 
cigar sales rose last year 
despite the ongoing eco¬ 
nomic crisis in some of the 
most important European 
markets including No. 1 
buyer Spain, state-run to¬ 
bacco company officials 
said Tuesday. 

Sales totaled $416 million 
in 2012, Habanos SA repre¬ 
sentatives told reporters at 
a smoky press conference 
held to kick off Cuba’s Ci¬ 
gar Fesfival in a Havana 
convention center. That 
was up from $401 million 
the previous year. 

Some 1,500 participants 
from 70 countries were at¬ 
tending the island’s 15th 
annual stogie-fest, which 
will include a sommelier 
contest, an exhibition of 
tobacco-infused cooking 
and an auction of humi¬ 
dors fhat can fetch hun¬ 
dreds of fhousands of dol¬ 
lars apiece. 

Officials are also trying out 
a humidor raffle fhis year 
with 1,000 tickets being 
sold at $100 a pop and the 
proceeds benefitting Cu¬ 
ba's health system. 
German tennis great Bo¬ 
ris Becker, Cuban crooner 
Omara Portuondo and a 
trio of former NBA players 
including Seattle Superson- 
ics star Gary Payton are 
among the announced 
celebrity invitees. 

Spain, which is currently 
suffering from a 26 per¬ 
cent unemployment rate, 
continues to be the top 
importer of Cuban cigars, 
although officials said sales 
there were hurt by eco¬ 
nomic woes. 

That was offset by a 6 per¬ 
cent uptick in China, the 
No. 3 buyer and an in¬ 
creasingly important mar¬ 
ket for cigars.Q 


Reef ‘seeding’ reviving Caribbean’s coral 


DAVID McFADDEN 
Associated Press 
ORACABESSA BAY, Ja¬ 
maica (AP) — Mats of al¬ 
gae and seaweed have 
shrouded the once thick 
coral in shallow reefs off 
Jamaica’s north coast. 
Warm ocean waters have 
bleached out the coral, 
and in a cascade of eco¬ 
logical decline, the sea ur¬ 
chins and plant-eating reef 
fish have mostly vanished, 
replaced by snails and 
worms that bore through 
coral skeletons. 

Now, off the shores of Ja¬ 
maica, as well as in Carib¬ 
bean islands from Bonaire 


tuary, hoping to revitalize 
the reef that sustained his 
village, whose shoreline is 
now dominated by ritzy re¬ 
sorts. 

“I used to think that chil¬ 
dren would only hear 
about coral reefs and fish 
in books,” said Dacosta, 
expressing hope that his 
work will yield fruit. 
Seascape Caribbean, the 
fledgling company that 
employs Dacosta and 
touts itself as the region's 
first and only private coral 
restoration business, uses 
low-tech coral nurseries 
consisting of buoys and 
weights with small frag¬ 


little better here and I be¬ 
lieve it will keep improving 
in the gardened areas,” 
said Andrew Ross, a Cana¬ 
dian marine biologist and 
entrepreneur who found¬ 
ed Seascape Caribbean. 
Reef-building coral is a 
tiny polyp-like animal that 
builds a calcium-carbon¬ 
ate shell around itself and 
survives in a symbiotic rela¬ 
tionship with certain types 
of algae. Ifs reefs serve as 
vifal spawning and feed¬ 
ing grounds for numerous 
marine creatures. It comes 
in some 1,500 known spe¬ 
cies, ranging from soft, 
undulating fans to those 



A diver works on a coral reef restoration program in Punta Cana, Dominican Republic. Caribbean 
islands ranging from Bonaire to the U.S. Virgin Islands, conservationists are rearing and planting 
fast-growing coral species to try and turn things around by “seeding” reefs. 

(AP Photo/Victor Galvan) 


to St. Croix, conservation¬ 
ists are planting fast-grow¬ 
ing coral species to try 
and turn things around by 
“seeding” reefs. The strat¬ 
egy has doubters, with one 
expert joking that prayer 
might be as effective, but 
conservationists say the 
problem is so catastrophic 
that inaction is not an op¬ 
tion. According to the Inter¬ 
national Union for Conser¬ 
vation of Nature, live coral 
coverage on Caribbean 
reefs is down to an aver¬ 
age of just 8 percent, from 
50 percent in the 1970s. 
Lenford Dacosta grew up 
in the north Jamaican fish¬ 
ing village of Oracabessa 
Bay and spear-fished the 
waters for most of his 46 
years. Now he is part of a 
crew that tends to a small 
coral nursery in a fish sanc¬ 


ments of staghorn coral 
suspended from them 
on strings. The fragments 
grow on the strings until bits 
of tannish coral with the 
beginnings of antler-like 
branches are ready to be 
planted onto reefs. Other 
specialists grow coral frag¬ 
ments on concrete pedes¬ 
tals placed on the seabed. 
Advocates say the reef res¬ 
toration work, focused on 
the region’s fast-growing 
but threatened staghorn 
and elkhorn coral species, 
can boost rates of recov¬ 
ery and improve the out¬ 
look for coral. The efforts 
will never resurrect the vi¬ 
brant reefs of 50 years ago, 
they acknowledge, but 
they believe they can help 
preserve some of a reef's 
functionality and beauty. 
“Coral cover is getting a 


with hard skeletons that 
form reef bases. But across 
the globe, reefs that have 
proven resilient for thou¬ 
sands of years are in seri¬ 
ous decline, degraded 
by overfishing, pollution, 
coastal development and 
warming ocean waters. 
And threats to coral are 
only expected to inten¬ 
sify as a result of climate 
change and ocean acidifi¬ 
cation due to greenhouse 
gases. The stakes couldn’t 
be higher along the Ca¬ 
ribbean Sea, which has 
nearly 8,000 square miles 
(20,720 sq. kilometers) of 
coral reefs. 

The tropical islands’ icon¬ 
ic reefs protect fragile 
coastlines by absorbing 
energy from waves dur¬ 
ing hurricanes and normal 
conditions. Financially, 


the Caribbean has a mul- 
tibillion-dollar beach tour¬ 
ism and commercial fish¬ 
ing economy. In Jamaica 
alone, reef fisheries support 
up to 20,000 fishermen. 
Caribbean coral has dete¬ 
riorated so badly in recent 
decades that a new re¬ 
port from a team of inter¬ 
national scientists says that 
the rocky structures of the 
reefs are on the threshold 
of gradual erosion. 

“The Caribbean, as a 
whole region, seems to be 
in a very poor state,” said 
Chris Perry, a geography 
professor at the University 
of Exeter who led the re¬ 
gional coral research. 

In the face of this decline, 
some coral specialists and 
conservationists say pas¬ 
sive inaction would be a 
grave mistake. They ar¬ 
gue that the results of the 
nascent coral restoration 
work will be seen in com¬ 
ing years. 

In the U.S. Virgin Islands, 
scientists with The Nature 
Conservancy have reared 
some 2,500 coral colonies 
and transplanted over 
1,000 fragments to local 
reefs wifh fhe aid of U.S. 
stimulus money. In the Do¬ 
minican Republic, the Pun- 
tacana Ecological Foun¬ 
dation in the thriving tourist 
town of Punta Cana has 
planted some 1,200 frag¬ 
ments of Acropora coral, 
a genus that includes stag¬ 
horn and elkhorn. 

“What started as an experi¬ 
ment to protect the en¬ 
dangered Acropora spe¬ 
cies has become one of 
the largest nurseries in the 
Caribbean and a labora¬ 
tory for other resorts and 
researchers to conduct 
restoration work,” said Jake 
Kheel, the foundation’s en¬ 
vironmental director. 

The Key Largo, Florida- 
based Coral Restoration 
Foundation, a pioneer in 
efforts to revitalize stressed 
reefs, has helped the 
Dutch Caribbean island of 
Bonaire set up coral nurser¬ 
ies. Meanwhile, in southern 
Jamaica, researchers are 
feeding low-voltage elec¬ 
tricity to young coral to try 
and spur growth, a meth¬ 
od that has been used in 
places like Indonesia and 
Malaysia.Q 


























A landmark in the life of Tuscany Residence! 




PALM BEACH - A landmark 
in the life of Tuscany Resi¬ 
dence was celebrated just 
recently when the sales 
gallery moved from its tem¬ 
porary location to the ac¬ 
tual site in the Noord area, 
the island's best neighbor¬ 
hood, just across the Ritz 
Carlton construction site. 
The new residential project 
under construction brings 
luxury Island living to a new 
level. 

Within the walls of the resi¬ 
dence, 78 comfortable 
apartments, 65 intercon¬ 
nected villas and 10 de¬ 
tached villas are being 
built. 

The buildings vary greatly in 
layout, as the project offers 
no less than twenty- four 
different models to choose 
from. Beautiful Italian ar¬ 
chitecture combined with 
tropical landscaping, will 
create a pleasant Medi¬ 
terranean atmosphere 
in the residence, located 
just 600 meters from the 
beach, hotels and res¬ 
taurants and adjacent 
to the Bakval neighbor¬ 
hood. Upscale European 
Alno kitchens and Banjolux 


bathrooms will carry that 
luxurious theme onto the 
interiors. Toscano Develop¬ 
ment NV invites you to visit 
Tuscany Residence to help 
you find the home that fits 


your lifestyle. 

Since groundbreaking, Tus¬ 
cany Residence Aruba has 
enjoyed an unprecedent¬ 
ed reception and indica¬ 
tions are that this trend will 


continue through the sell¬ 
out phase of the project. 
The project is currently fully 
fenced, the model house 
is open and the first houses 
are hand over to the new 
owners. With all infrastruc¬ 
tures for utilities in place 
and the terrain parceled 
and marked, Tuscany Resi¬ 
dence is gearing up to the 
high- season of 2013. 

Visit the model home, any 
day, seven days a week, 
just call for an appointment 
and free pick up, or ask 
your favorite broker to help 


get you there. Tuscany 
Residence Aruba condo¬ 
miniums and villas are of¬ 
fered at pre- construction 
prices. At this moment they 
have a special offer on the 
two bedroom en two bath¬ 
room condominiums which 
is very attractive. While the 
world is recovering from the 
recent economic decline, 
Aruba’s real estate market 
continues to offer great 
investment opportunities 
to those prepared to take 
the plunge, and go ahead 
and live their dreams. □ 
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Balkenende during the Ernst & Young “Young Entrepreneurs '' Event: 

Profiling Aruba as a sustainable island offers many opportunities 


ORANJESTAD - “Aruba is 
the island of tourism, and 
the refinery, but I think that 
it is good to look as well into 
other activities which help 
build a very strong eco¬ 
nomic profile," said Prof. 
Jan Peter Balkenende. He 
underlined that it is of great 
importance that Aruba 
has a profile describing its 
goals for economic de¬ 
velopment. The choice of 
Aruba for the theme sus¬ 
tainability and to profile it¬ 
self as a sustainable island 
offers the island also many 
opportunities, according 
to Balkenende. 
Sustainability can be con¬ 
nected to tourism, but for 
example also to the finan¬ 
cial sector, to innovation. 


to technology, the former 
Dutch prime minister ex¬ 
plained. The research he 
collaborated on shows 
that there are many op¬ 
portunities for Aruba, which 
means that the island must 
focus on what it wants to 
achieve. In other words, 
concerted actions are 
necessary to ensure that 
the necessary knowledge 
is generated. Knowledge 
in the areas of tourism and 
sustainability has to be in¬ 
creased, and Balkenende 
mentions that it is therefore 
of importance to estab¬ 
lish ties with centers of ex¬ 
pertise such as universities 
and businesses. An institute 
such as TNO for example, 
which has been active on 
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Aruba with clear goals for 
some time in the area of 
research, is therefore also 
very important. 

Liaisons with countries 
such as Brazil, where 
much work is being done 
in the area of sustainabil¬ 
ity, are important. Aruba 
has to consider where the 
island can work togeth¬ 
er with other countries. 
Balkenende stated that 
Aruba has a well-defined 
profile with which it can 
assume an important po¬ 
sition in the region. Aruba 
will not be able to function 
that easily as a transit port, 
but will be able to excel in 
certain areas, for example 
in the area of sustainabil¬ 
ity. Sustainability can be 
brought into action in tour¬ 


ism. And thus this specific 
connection can make 
Aruba more interesting to 
the countries in the region, 
said Balkenende. 

In regards to the complet¬ 
ed research, Balkenende 
explains that the refinery 
is always dependent on 
a foreign investor and 
thus it is so important to 
seek other economic pil¬ 
lars in addition to tourism 
and the refinery. During 
the research process the 
different prospects that 
could serve to diversify the 
economy of Aruba and so 
strengthen the economic 
future of Aruba, were con¬ 
sidered. Balkenende sees 
opportunities for this since 
Aruba has a good profile, 
and a good foundation.^ 
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Loyal visitors honored at the Holiday Inn Beach Resort 


PALM BEACH - Recently 
the Aruba Tourism Author¬ 
ity had the great pleasure 
of honoring two very nice 
couples whom are loyal 
and friendly Visitors of 
Aruba, at the Holiday Inn 
Beach Resort, as Ambas¬ 
sadors of Goodwill. The 
symbolic honorary tifle is 
presented in the name of 
the Minister of Tourism as 
a token of appreciation to 
guests who visit Aruba for 
20-or-more consecutive 
years. The honorees were 
Arthur and Beverly Simon 
from Cliffside Park NJ, and 
George and Shirley Dahl- 
ke from Ossining, NY. Both 
couples love the Island very 
much and are loyal quests 
from the Holiday Inn Resort. 
They love the friendly peo¬ 
ple of Aruba, the weather, 
beaches, restaurants, and 
Aruba feels like a second 
home and the people are 
like a family to them. The 
certificate was presented 
by Ernest Giel representing 
the Aruba Tourism Author¬ 
ity together with Brenda 




James representing the and a big group of friends 
Holiday Inn Beach Resort, from the honorees.Q 
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Media rave about Reese Witherspoon’s Louis Vuitton classique 

Hollywood look for 85th Oscars 


ORANJESTAD / LOS ANGE¬ 
LES - An explosion of rav¬ 
ing reviews followed Reese 
Witherspoon as she walked 
the Red Carpet at Sunday’s 
85th Academy Awards. 
She left a trail of “ooohs” 
and “aaahs”, being called 
“one hot mama!”, “a vision 
of Old Hollywood glam” 
and “beauty in blue”, by 
renowned fashion blog¬ 
gers, critics and reporters. 
The most charming fashion 
story of this year’s Oscars, 
was Witherspoon’s revela¬ 
tion to media that it was 
her daughter Ava who fell 
in love with the Louis Vuitton 
design. And after choosing 
her dress, she did not hesi¬ 
tate to rely on Louis Vuit¬ 
ton Maison to complement 
the Klein blue silk faille with 
black trim and bow signa¬ 
ture strapless gown with the 
minimalistic and truly per¬ 
fect accessories. The eve¬ 
ning gown was made in the 
atelier in Paris and reveals 
the unique savoir-faire of 
the Maison’s atelier in Paris. 


Reese Witherspoon wore a 
ring in white gold, onyx and 
diamonds from the L’Ame 
du Voyage collection and 
white gold and diamond 
earrings and bracelet from 
the Voyage dans le Temps 
collection.Ava got her well 
deserved share of kudos for 
her fine taste, being called 
“genius” and “fashionista” 
by different writers. Reese 
told reporters: “I’m wearing 
Louis Vuitton...I just loved 
the color. My daughter and 
I picked it out. She said, ‘This 
is a winner!’ She’s 13, so she 
definitely weighs in... I have 
one designer going on.” 
All agreed, and Perez Hil¬ 
ton resumed it perfectly 
in his very positive review 
with, “We wouldn’t change 
a thing! This one is defi¬ 
nitely a red carpet win!” 
Louis Vuitton’s creations 
are sold in exclusive loca¬ 
tions worldwide, including 
Aruba’s Renaissance Mall, 
where the latest in accesso¬ 
ries and fashion is on display, 
soon including precious 



pieces from the classic, 
much commented Spring 
Summer 2013 collection.□ 



Aruhiba Cigars, Aruba’s only hand rolled cigars! 

t's a matter of prestige and quality... 





ORANJESTAD- Benjamin Petrocchi, 
a true native Aruban started the newest 
export product of Aruba, locally 
produced hand rolled cigars called 
“Aruhiba”. These cigars are produced 
and cultivated in Aruba. Petrocchi 
always had a interest in the cigar 
business and has also sold Premium 
Cuban Cigars, and now he is growing 
his own tobacco crops. After many 
attempts and trips to Santo Domingo 
and Cuba, he started his own 
production and cultivation of Aruhiba 
Cigars in Aruba. The whole process 
took him 10 years to perfect. Petrocchi 
dedication to the cigars is important for 
the moulding and process of making a 
perfect cigar which takes a long time. Their handmade cigar box is specially designed with 
their “Aruhiba” logo. Petrocchi considers Aruhiba as a promotion for Aruba through its fine 
cigars. The company sells Aruhiba to the international markets as well. Visit their retail store 
located in front of the Historic Dutch Windmill in front of the Westin Resort, with any 
purchase of $20 and up you receive a free “Aruhiba” cigar or ask for their gift box of 5 cigars 
get 1 FREE for only $37. They open from Monday to Saturday from 9 am till 6:30 pm and on 
Sundays from 9 am to 1 pm. Aruhiba cigars are now available at the gift stores in your resort 

and at well-known cigar stores. For their 
complete selection and attractive by the box 
prices visit their retail store. Tours are also 
available at their Tobacco farm where their 
cigars are grown and rolled. 


For a group or private tour, call 586 0347 - 
593 6177 or send them an email at 
aruhibacigars@gmail.com 
































Duke coach Mike Krzyzewski 
reacts during the second 
half of an NCAA college 
basketball game against 
North Carolina in Durham, 
N.C., Wednesday, Feb. 13, 
2013. 

Associated Press 

Krzyzewski 
again says he 
won’t be back 
as U.S. coach 

By BRIAN MAHONEY 
AP Basketball Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) - Mike 
Krzyzewski said again Tues¬ 
day he doesn’t plan to 
return as U.S. men’s bas¬ 
ketball coach after lead¬ 
ing the Americans to two 
Olympic gold medals. 
Saying "my stance hasn’t 
changed," Krzyzewski told 
ESPN Radio he expects 
USA Basketball to name a 
new coach this summer. 
The Hall of Fame Duke 
coach said during and af¬ 
ter last summer’s Olympics 
that he wasn’t planning 
to return to the position 
he’s held with the national 
team since 2005. However, 
he still hasn't confirmed 
that decision with USA Bas¬ 
ketball chairman Jerry Col- 
angelo, who has said they 
will talk after the college 
season. 

"I’ve loved, loved, loved, 
and it’s been an honor be¬ 
ing with the USA Basketball 
team," Krzyzewski said in 
the interview. 


Continued on Page 18 
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AP source: Tom Brady gets 3-year extension 



In this Dec. 2, 2012, file photo. New England Patriots quarter¬ 
back Tom Brady looks for a receiver during the second half of 
an NFL football game against the Miami Dolphins in Miami. 

Associated Press 


By BARRY WILNER 
AP Pro Football Writer 
Tom Brady will be a Patriot 
until he is 40 years old. 
Brady agreed to a three- 
year contract extension 
with New England on Mon¬ 
day, a person familiar with 
the contract told The Asso¬ 
ciated Press. 

The extension is worth 
about $27 million and will 
free up nearly $15 million 
in salary cap room for the 
team, which has several 
younger players it needs 
to re-sign or negotiate new 
deals with. 

The person spoke on con¬ 
dition of anonymity be¬ 
cause the extension has 
not been announced. 
Sports Illustrated first report¬ 
ed the extension. 

The 35-year-old two-time 
league MVP was signed 


through 2014, and has said 
he wants to play at least 
five more years. 

A three-time Super Bowl 
champion, Brady will make 
far less in those three sea¬ 
sons than the going rate for 


star quarterbacks. Brady 
currently has a four-year, 
$72 million deal with $48 
million guaranteed. 

Drew Brees and Peyton 
Manning are the NFL’s 
highest-paid quarterbacks. 
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at an average of $20 mil¬ 
lion and $18 million a year, 
respectively. 

Brady has made it clear he 
wants to finish his career 
with the Patriots, whom he 
led to Super Bowl wins for 
the 2001, 2003 and 2004 
seasons, and losses in the 
big game after the 2007 
and 2011 seasons. By tak¬ 
ing less money in the ex¬ 
tension and redoing his 
current contract, he’s 
hopeful New England can 
surround him with the parts 
to win more titles. 

Among the Patriots’ free 
agents are top receiver 
Wes Welker and his back¬ 
up, Julian Edelman; right 
tackle Sebastian Vollmer; 
cornerback Aqib Talib; 
and running back Danny 
Woodhead. 

Brady has been the most 
successful quarterback of 
his era, of course, as well 
as one of the NFL's best 
leaders. His skill at running 
the no-huddle offense is 


unsurpassed, and he's eas¬ 
ily adapted to the different 
offensive schemes New 
England has concentrated 
on through his 13 pro sea¬ 
sons. 

The Patriots have gone 
from run-oriented in Brady’s 
early days to a deep pass¬ 
ing team with Randy Moss 
to an offense dominated 
by throws to tight ends, 
running backs and slot re¬ 
ceivers. 

Brady holds the NFL record 
for touchdown passes in 
a season with 50 in 2007, 
when the Patriots went 
18-0 before losing the Su¬ 
per Bowl to the Giants. He 
has thrown for at least 28 
touchdowns seven times 
and led the league three 
times. 

Last season, Brady had 
34 TD passes and eight 
interceptions as the Patri¬ 
ots went 12-4, leading the 
league with 557 points, 
76 more than runner-up 
Denver. □ 


Krzyzewski 

Continued from Page 17 


“’And to coach the team 
and work with Jerry these 
seven years has been mar¬ 
velous. 

“’And we're in a good 
spot,” Krzyzewski added. 
”We need to keep build¬ 
ing.” 

Krzyzewski led the Ameri¬ 
cans to Olympic gold in 
2008 and 2012, and a 
world basketball champi¬ 
onship in 2010. The Ameri¬ 
cans also won bronze in 
the 2006 worlds, their first 
tournament under his guid¬ 
ance, and haven't lost a 
game since. 

The Americans automati¬ 
cally qualified for the 2014 
World Cup of Basketball 
in Spain by winning gold 
in London. Colangelo 
originally said he planned 
to name a new coach 
around the new year, but 
put off those plans so he 
could talk to Krzyzewski 
once the Blue Devils’ sea¬ 
son was finished. 

The delay created specu¬ 
lation Krzyzewski was open 
to a return, but he told 
ESPN Radio that USA Bas¬ 
ketball wouldn’t make an 


announcement during the 
season, anyway. 

If Krzyzewski is indeed fin¬ 
ished, Colangelo will first 
have to determine if he 
wants to stay with a col¬ 
lege coach or go back 
to someone from the 
NBA. Before Krzyzewski, 
the Americans had been 
led by someone from the 
pros since 1992, when NBA 
players were first allowed 
to play in the Olympics. 

But after a bronze medal 
finish in 2004, two years af¬ 
ter an embarrassing sixth- 
place performance in the 
worlds, Colangelo was giv¬ 
en control of USA Basket¬ 
ball and hired Krzyzewski, 
who has been on the staff 
of 12 U.S. teams since 1979. 
He got the Americans 
back on top with a thrilling 
victory over Spain in Bei¬ 
jing, then committed to re¬ 
turn for another three-year 
stint the following year. The 
Americans’ victory in Istan¬ 
bul in 2010 was their first 
world title since 1994, and 
they won even though 
none of the ‘08 gold med¬ 
alists returned. □ 






























SPORTS!?!? 


WEDNESDAY 27 FEBRUARY 2013 


NBA Capsules 


Chandler leads Nuggets past Lakers, 119-108 


The Associated Press 
DENVER (AP) — Wilson 
Chandler scored 23 points 
in place of an injured Dani- 

10 Gallinari, and Ty Lawson 
added 22 in the Denver 
Nuggets' 119-108 victory 
over the Los Angeles Lak¬ 
ers on Monday night. 
Gallinari, the Nuggets’ 
leading scorer, sat out 
with a bruised left thigh. 
He wasn’t needed as the 
Nuggets won their ninth 
straight game at home, 
snapped the Lakers’ four- 
game winning streak and 
took the season series from 
their long-time nemesis 3-1. 
The Lakers, who were shut 
out on the offensive glass 
in the first half, wanted to 
slow down the Nuggets 
but Denver outscored Los 
Angeles 33-3 in fast-break 
points. 

Kobe Bryant led the Lakers 
with 29 points, and Dwight 
Howard added 15 points 
and 14 boards but missed 

11 of his last 12 free throws. 
CELTICS 110, JAZZ 107, OT 
SALT LAKE CITY (AP) —Paul 
Pierce scored 26 points, 
including seven straight in 
overtime, and Boston beat 
Utah to close out a five- 
game road trip. 

Pierce had a chance to 
win it in regulation, but 
his 19-footer at the buzzer 
rimmed out. 

Courtney Lee made two 
free throws with 1.2 sec¬ 
onds left in overtime to 
bump Boston's lead to 
three, and Randy Foye's 
26-footer at the buzzer 
missed everything. 

Avery Bradley added a 
season-high 18 points for 
Boston. 

Gordon Hayward led Utah 
with 26 points, Paul Millsap 
had 16 and Al Jefferson 
finished with 15 points and 
11 rebounds. 

HAWKS 114, PISTONS 103 
AUBURN HILLS, Michigan 
(AP) — Al Horford had 23 
points and 22 rebounds, 
and Atlanta beat Detroit 
for its fifth win in six games. 
Josh Smith added 23 
points for the Hawks, who 
were ahead 61-51 at half¬ 
time and led by as many 
as 26 in the third quarter. 
The Pistons have lost three 


straight, all without guard 
Brandon Knight, who has a 
hyperextended right knee. 
Will Bynum was also out 
Monday because of a sus¬ 
pension. 

Jeff Teague had 20 points 
for Atlanta, which shot 14 
of 33 from 3-point range. 
Kyle Korver scored 15 
points, all from beyond the 
arc. 

Rodney Stuckey led De¬ 
troit with 22 points, and Jo¬ 
nas Jerebko added 21. 
WIZARDS 90, RAPTORS 84 
TORONTO (AP) — Brad¬ 
ley Beal scored 20 points, 
Nene had 11 points and 
nine rebounds, and Wash¬ 
ington beat Toronto for its 
third straight victory. 

A.J. Price and Martell 
Webster each added 12 
points for the Wizards, who 
won for just the fifth time in 
27 road games this season. 
Washington’s road record 
is the worst in the NBA. 
John Wall had 10 points 
and seven assists, and 
Emeka Okafor had eight 
points and 13 rebounds 
as the Wizards won for the 
14th time in 23 gamesO 



Boston Celtics' Kevin Garnett (5) guards Utah Jazz's Al Jefferson (25) in the first quarter during an 
NBA basketball game, Monday, Feb. 25, 2013, in Salt Lake City. 

Associated Press 
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NHL Capsules 

Blackhawks’ streak at 19 after OT win over Oilers 



Chicago Blackhawks right wing Marian Hossa, of Slovakia, celebrates along the boards with fans 
after scoring the winning goal during overtime of an NHL hockey game against the Edmonton Oil¬ 
ers, Monday, Feb. 25, 2013, in Chicago. The Blackhawks won 3-2. 


The Associated Press 
CHICAGO (AP) — Mar¬ 
ian Hossa scored 1:44 into 
overtime and the Chicago 
Blackhawks beat the Ed¬ 
monton Oilers 3-2 on Mon¬ 
day night to stretch their 
NHL-record opening points 
streak to 19 games. 

Patrick Sharp set up the 
winning goal with a quick 
turn along the boards and 
a drive to the goal that 
led to two stops by Nikolai 
Khabibulin. Hossa picked 
up the second rebound 
and was again stuffed 
by Khabibulin before he 
poked it in for his ninth goal 
of the season. 

Patrick Kane and Viktor 
Stalberg also scored for Chi¬ 
cago (16-0-3), which has 
won six straight and nine 
of 10. Ray Emery made 17 
saves to remain unbeaten 
in eight starts this season. 
Nail Yakupov and Jeff Petry 
had the goals for Edmon¬ 
ton, which carried a 2-1 
lead into the third period 
but couldn't hold on for 
its fourth consecutive vic¬ 
tory over the Blackhawks. 
Khabibulin had 31 stops 
in the opener of the Oil¬ 
ers' franchise-record, nine- 
game road trip. 

KINGS 5, DUCKS 2 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — Slava 
Voynov scored the go- 
ahead goal in the third pe¬ 
riod and Los Angeles beat 
Anaheim for its fourth con¬ 
secutive victory while snap¬ 
ping the Ducks’ six-game 
winning streak. 

Dustin Brown added a goal 
and his 200th career as¬ 
sist, and Anze Kopitar had 
three assists to help the 


Kings win for the sixth time 
in seven games. Jonathan 
Quick stopped 24 shots. 
Anaheim’s 30-year-old 
rookie, Viktor Fasth, made 
20 saves in the loss after 
winning his first eight NHL 
games, the longest streak 
in the league this season. 
Jake Muzzin, Jeff Carter 
and Dustin Penner also 
scored for the Kings. 


Associated Press 

Andrew Cogliano and Saku 
Koivu scored for the Ducks. 
SENATORS 2, CANADIENS 1, 
SO 

OTTAWA (AP) — Peter Re¬ 
gin scored in the fifth round 
of the shootout and Ben 
Bishop made 44 saves in 
regulation and overtime, 
leading Ottawa to a win 
over Montreal. 

Jakob Silfverberg also 


scored in the shootout, 
while David Desharnais re¬ 
plied for Montreal. 

After Regin gave the Sena¬ 
tors the lead in the shoot¬ 
out, Bishop stopped To¬ 
mas Plekanec to secure 
Ottawa’s season-high fifth 
straight win. Regin had a 
chance to end the game 
late in OT but his slap shot 
hit the post behind Ca- 
nadiens goaltender Carey 
Price, who finished with 23 
saves. Dave Dziurzynski had 
a goal in regulation for the 
Senators. 

Andrei Markov scored for 
the Canadiens. 

MAPLE LEAFS 4, FLYERS 2 
PHILADELPHIA (AP) — Phil 
Kessel, Nikolai Kulemin, 
Mikhail Grabovski and Jay 
McClement scored to lead 
Toronto to a win over Phila¬ 
delphia. 

Ben Scrivens made 23 
saves for Toronto, which 
survived a double-minor 
against leading scorer 
James van Riemsdyk in the 
third period. Van Riemsdyk, 
who was drafted with the 
second overall pick in the 
2007 draft by the Flyers and 
played three seasons with 
them before being traded, 
was held scoreless in his re¬ 
turn to PhiladelphiaO 


Penguins placeMalkin 
on injured reserve 


NEW YORK (AP) — Pitts¬ 
burgh Penguins center 
Evgeni Malkin has been 
named as an injured re¬ 
serve with a concussion. 
The team announced the 
move Monday, saying it 
was retroactive to Feb. 22. 
The NHL’s reigning Most 
Valuable Player was diag¬ 
nosed with a concussion on 
Sunday, two days after he 
slammed back-first into the 
end boards during a win 
over Florida. Malkin, whose 
head snapped back when 
he hit the boards, initially 
suffered short-term mem¬ 
ory loss, but is improving, 
coach Dan Bylsma said on 
Sunday. 

The Russian has four 
goals and 21 points in 18 
games. □ 



Pittsburgh Penguins center 
Evgeni Malkin skates to the 
locker room during the third 
period of an NHL hockey 
game against the Florida 
Panthers in Pittsburgh on 
Friday, Feb. 22, 2013. 
Associated Press 


Bolt to compete in 200m at in Paris in July 


PARIS (AP) — Usain Bolt 
will race in the 200 meters 
at the Areva Meeting in 
Paris on July 6 as part of his 
preparations for the world 
championships. 

It will be the fourth time in 
five years Bolt has run in 
the meeting, although he 
missed out last year. 

Bolt will compete against 
French sprinter Christophe 
Lemaitre in the ninth leg of 
the Diamond League. 

Bolt, the 200 world record- 
holder, has won the last 
two world and Olympic 
titles over the distance. 

He beat Lemaitre at the 
meeting in 2011. 

The worlds in Moscow take 
place from Aug. 10-18.Q Olympic gold medalist Usain Bolt, right, and singer/actress 

Queen Latifah arrive at the NBA All-Star celebrity game Friday, 
Feb. 15, 2013, in Houston. 

Associated Press 
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Del Potro, Djokovic win in Dubai Championships 



Argentina's Juan Martin del Potro returns a shot against Julien Benneteau of France in the final of 
the ABN AMRO world tennis tournament at Ahoy Arena in Rotterdam, Netherlands, Sunday Feb. 
17, 2013. 

Associated Press 


MICHAEL CASEY 
AP Sports Writer 
DUBAI, United Arab Emir¬ 
ates (AP) — Juan Martin del 
Potro saved three match 
points Tuesday to get past 
Marcos Baghdatis 4-6, 6-4, 
7-6 (4) and reach the sec¬ 
ond round of the Dubai 
Championships, while Niko¬ 
lay Davydenko upset ninth- 
ranked Janko Tipsarevic in 
straight sets. 

Top ranked Novak Djokov¬ 
ic, looking for his fourth 
Dubai title, had a much 
easier time against good 
friend and fellow Serb Vik¬ 
tor Troicki, beating him 6-1, 
6-4 in just over an hour. 

Del Potro, who reached 
the quarterfinals in Mar¬ 
seille and won his 14th title 
the week before in Rotter¬ 
dam, appeared sluggish 
early, handing the first set 
to Baghdatis when he hit 
one of his three double 
faults. But the 2009 U.S. 
Open champion served 
better in the second, and 
broke Baghdatis to go up 
3-2. The two traded breaks 
in the third and Del Potro 


DELRAY BEACH, Florida 
(AP) — Second-seeded 
Tommy Haas of Germany 
advanced to the second 
round of the Delray Beach 
International Tennis Cham¬ 
pionships when Igor Sijsling 
of the Netherlands retired 
from their match Tuesday 
with an injured left ankle. 
On a breezy day with oc¬ 
casional light rain, the two 
split the first two sets. Sijsling 
won the first 7-5 and Haas 
took the second at 6-4, be¬ 
fore the Dutchman called 
it quits. 


won it when the Cypriot hit 
a forehand into the net af¬ 
ter a short rally. 

“I was fighting every time 
of the match,” Del Potro 
said. “He’s a great play¬ 
er. He fights like me every 
point, and we made fan¬ 
tastic rallies. The crowd was 
enjoying the game. I'm so 
glad to beat him tonight in 
Dubai.” 

Del Potro said his right wrist 
is still bothering him, having 
missed most of 2010 after 
having surgery on it and still 
struggling to return to the 
top. 

“I’m trying to keep focus on 
this tournament because 
it's very important,” Del 
Potro said. “And then to 
come for Indian Wells and 
Miami, I need good results 
here.” 

Coming off his third con¬ 
secutive Australian Open 
title, Djokovic broke the 
44th-ranked Troicki twice to 
easily win the first set. The 
second was tighter, with 
Troicki breaking Djokovic 
to even the set at 4-4. But 
Djokovic broke back and 


The 74th-ranked Sijsling hit 
a return in the ninth game 
and crumbled to the floor 
with the injury. After the 
trainer came to the court, 
Sijsling went back out. Haas 
held onto his serve and 
then Sijsling was serving at 
4-5 in the second set. 
Frustrated at going behind 
0-30, Sijsling belted three 
balls into the stands, hitting 
a spectator with one of the 
balls. He received a code 
violation warning, lost his 
serve which evened the 
score at one set apiece, 


then clinched the match 
with a slicing serve that 
Troicki couldn't return. 

“That was a great one, es¬ 
pecially in the first set, con¬ 
sidering the fact I haven't 
played an official tourna¬ 
ment for three, four weeks," 
said Djokovic, who now 
has a 13-1 record against 


and retired from the match. 
“What a strange match,” 
Haas said. “At 4-all, first 
point, I saw him falling to 
the ground. Sometimes you 
don’t know how to react 
when someone is injured, 
but he looked like he was 
in pain. The first couple of 
points went my way and 
he started to smash balls 
out of the stadium and hit a 
spectator. You never want 
to win a match like that. It's 
not a proud win for me.” 
Haas will next face Denis Is¬ 
tomin of Uzbekistan. Istomin 


Troicki. “This is one of the 
fastest hard courts on the 
tour that I have experi¬ 
enced outdoors. So you 
need to be really commit¬ 
ted to every point and play 
well." 

In other matches, sixth- 
ranked Tomas Berdych 
made easy work of Ameri¬ 



defeated Benjamin Becker 
of Germany 6-7 (3), 6-4, 
7-5. 

Qualifier Ernests Gulbis of 
Latvia, who won first ATP 
tour title at Delray in 2010, 
beat American veteran 
James Blake 6-1, 6-4. □ 


can wild-card entry Rajeev 
Ram, beating him 6-1, 6-3. 
Australian Bernard Tomic 
withdrew from his match 
against Romanian Victor 
Hanescu after falling be¬ 
hind 3-2 in the first set. 
Davydenko, who reached 
the Qatar Open final in 
January, overwhelmed Tip¬ 
sarevic 6-0, 7-5. It was the 
third tournament in a row 
that the Serb had lost his 
opening match after he in¬ 
jured his heel at the Austra¬ 
lian Open. 

The big-hitting Tipsarevic 
had trouble with his serve 
all match, committing six 
double faults and finishing 
with a first serve percent¬ 
age of only 49 percent. 

The 46th-ranked Davyden¬ 
ko said it was clear Tip¬ 
sarevic isn’t playing at this 
best. 

“Maybe he doesn’t have 
the confidence after the 
Australian Open," the Rus¬ 
sian said. “After his injury, 
he tried to come back. 
(His) game is good but is 
not enough now. May¬ 
be he will feel better in 
America. 


Haas advances to 2nd 
round at Delray Beach 
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Fertility, Naturally 

8/: Dr. Carlos 


Viana 


Fecundity or being able to 
have children has always 
been an issue. Virtually all 
cultures have had a means 
of venerating the Supreme 
Being as a Divine Female 
that could be asked to 
help with fertility problems. 
Whether you already have 
child and would like more 
children or hope to have 
a family in the future, the 
physical and psychological 
health of both partners as 
well as lifestyle can greatly 
affect your chances of get¬ 
ting pregnant and having 
a healthy baby. Unfortu¬ 
nately, the U.S. National 
Survey of Family Growth 
reported that impaired fe¬ 
cundity rose significantly 
between 1982 and 1995, 
the biggest increase in 
women under 25 and it’s 
still rising. Similar, findings 
from Europe show that 40 
percent of men entering 
the draft in Denmark have 
low sperm count levels as¬ 
sociated with infertility. 

If you're under 35 and have 
been trying to get preg¬ 
nant for less than a year 
(or fewer than six months 
if you're over 35), you 
have no reason to be con¬ 
cerned yet. To make sure 
you're doing all you can to 
enhance your chances of 
getting pregnant come in 
for a consultation. If you’ve 
had frequent unprotected 
sex for more than a year (six 
months if you’re over 35) 
without conceiving, you or 
your partner may have a 
condition that's interfering 
with your chances of con¬ 
ceiving. A doctor can di¬ 
agnose a fertility problem. 

Researchers es¬ 
timate that as many as 
one in ten couples have 


trouble getting pregnant 
and this is expected to rise. 
If you're having trouble, 
that doesn't mean you'll 
never have children. Many 
couples need extra time or 
medical intervention to get 
pregnant. We have found 
many of our fecundity (fer¬ 
tility/pregnancy) patients 
have a health imbalance, 
emotional stress or simply 
need sexual education. 
Our couples have had suc¬ 
cess using a combination 
of detoxification, clinical 
nutrition, couples counsel¬ 
ing and Traditional Chinese 
Medical (TCM) therapies 
that we offer in our clinic. 
We have found that by 
supporting and balanc¬ 
ing both partners, we can 
enhance the positive out¬ 
comes. 

Women tend to have fer¬ 
tility problems when they 
have a history of: endome¬ 
triosis, uterine fibroids, pel¬ 
vic inflammatory disease, 
blocked Fallopian tubes 
from a previous infection 
or surgery, or chronic illness 
such as diabetes, cancer, 
or thyroid disease. Sexu¬ 
ally transmitted disease 
(STD’s) can adversely af¬ 
fect chances of getting 
pregnant. Women who 
have painful or irregular 
periods or excessive fa¬ 
cial and body hair have 
hormonal imbalances im¬ 
pacting fecundity. Finally, 
women can have pain dur¬ 
ing intercourse or be aller¬ 
gic to their partner’s sperm. 

Men can have 
problems if they have a his¬ 
tory of: infection with the 
mumps virus after puberty, 
diabetes, cancer, thyroid 
disease, undescended 
testicles, testicular tumors, 


cysts or cancer, or varico¬ 
celes (varicose veins in the 
scrotum.) Heat kills sperm, 
so tight underwear, hot tub, 
saunas, and frequent long¬ 
distance bike rides can 
greatly reduce your sperm 
count. In both we want 
to make sure that neither 
smokes tobacco nor mari¬ 
juana nor uses alcohol to 
excess. Studies show that 
under or overweight cou¬ 
ples have a harder time 
getting pregnant and hav¬ 
ing a healthy pregnancy. 

Reports show that 
men working with pesti¬ 
cides have higher rates of 
infertility. Women, whose 
mother's were exposed to 
the pesticide, DDT needed 
increased time to get preg¬ 
nant. Another fertility and 
health concern is a chemi¬ 
cal used plastics and the 
lining of cans, bisphenol 
A (BPA). The latest studies 
show that men who carry 
cell phones in pants pock¬ 
et or clipped to their belts 
may be exposing their testi¬ 
cles to damaging radiofre¬ 
quency electromagnetic 
waves according to Ashok 
Agarwal, PhD, director of 
the Center for Reproduc¬ 
tive Medicine at the Glick- 
man Urological and Kidney 
Institute in Cleveland. 

Since chemicals, 
pesticides and cell phones 
are part of modern life, pre¬ 
cautionary methods like us¬ 
ing protection and minimiz¬ 
ing use and exposure may 
help. Choose glass over 
plastic, use natural house 
cleaners, organic body 
products and non-toxic 
garden products. 

Besides, lifestyle 
changes, to increase 
chance of pregnancy, the 



woman can keep tract of 
her basal body tempera¬ 
ture daily and check for 
changes in cervical mucus 
to determine her ovula¬ 
tion cycle. New, accurate 
home fertility scopes are 
available as well as urine 
fertility testing for daily 
charting. When you know 
your fertile days, planning 
is easier.l recommend the 
man-on-top position which 
allows for the deepest pen¬ 
etration and places sperm 
closer to egg. When a 
woman has an orgasm the 
mouth of the womb ex¬ 
tends to the vaginal floor 
and picks up the sperm. I 
recommend woman have 
an orgasm after their part¬ 
ner. Lastly, stress can affect 
appetite, emotions, and 
the hormones required to 
release the eggs. If you’re 
stressed out, you may ovu¬ 
late later or not at all. As 
many couples trying to get 
pregnant know, feeling 
anxious and overwhelmed 
can kill your sex drive. 

In early pregnan¬ 
cy a woman’s body pro¬ 
duces an elevated level 
of hCG (human chorionic 
gonadotropin). About 14 
days after fertilization (the 
time you would expect 
your period) the amount 
of HCG has increased so 
that, some home preg¬ 
nancy tests may be able 
to detect the hormone in 
your urine and give you a 
positive result. Most home 



pregnancy tests are not 
sensitive enough to guar¬ 
antee you an accurate re¬ 
sult in a couple of days of 
conceiving. You’re more 
likely to get an accurate 
result if you wait until a 
week after your expected 
period before testing. 

Get the Point! If 
you really want to increase 
your chances of getting 
pregnant and having a 
healthy baby, before you 
try artificial methods, come 
in for a natural fecundity 
workup. Being healthy 
before pregnancy, gives 
your baby a healthy start. 
We’re here to answer your 
questions. Meanwhile a 
small offering to a fecun¬ 
dity deity won’t hurt. 
CARLOS VIANA, Ph. D. is 
an Oriental Medical Doc¬ 
tor (O.M.D.) having stud¬ 
ied in Shanghai, China; a 
Board Cert. Clinical Nu¬ 
tritionist (C.C.N.), a fellow 
member of the Board Cer¬ 
tified Association of Addic¬ 
tion Professionals (C.Ad.), 
the Chairperson of the Lat¬ 
in American Committee of 
the International Academy 
of Oral Medicine and Toxi¬ 
cology (IAOMT), a Rejuve¬ 
nating Cell Therapist and 
specializes in Anti-Aging 
Medicine, has a weekly 
radio program, writes and 
lectures extensively. For in¬ 
formation: VIANA NATURAL 
HEALING CENTER NV, Kibai- 
ma 7, Aruba, TEL: 585-1270, 
Web Site: www.vianaheal. 
com 

Dr. Viana’s NEW BOOK: 
Prescriptions from Paradise. 

Introduction to Biocompat¬ 

ible Medicine - Available 
at local Bookstores, Hotel 
Gift shops and Boticas. 
Signed copies at Viana 
Healing Center, EBook on 
www.amazon.com. check 
for Events at: vianaheal. 
com or facebook.com/ 
vianahealingcenter.Q 


Gift Certificates 
Healthy Products 



M-Sat at Kibaima 7 

(St. Cruz, opposite the Drive-in) 
'Wftlk.-ins Welcotne. 

www.vianaheal.com 

info@vianaheal.com „ „ , ... _ 

Dr. Carlos Viana ■» 

Oriental Medicine, Clinical Nutrition, Colon Hydro Therapy 


Need a Whole Body Make-Over? TEL: 585-1270 

Pain & Inflammation - Sleep - Stress - Allergies - Stomach Problems, PMS, 
Menopause, Chronic colds & flu - Fertility, natural Pregnancy, Post-partum - Addiction 
(Alcohol, street & legal Drugs, Gambling, Sex, WEIGHT CONTROL) - AGE Management 


Visit 
Arvibfr’s 
Pt^rejvot 
Potter 








HEALING CENTER 

, .. ‘ * Toxic Heavy Metals, Amino Acids 

Eir^H *Food & Chemical Sensitivity Testing 
* Specialized Hormone Testing 


Take Home PARADISE 


Prescriptions 

PARADISE 
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Available at local 
Bookstores & Gift shops 
Paperback & EBook on anfiaZOfl 
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Net providers begin illegal downloads warning 



This is an arranged photograph of the Pirate Bay homep¬ 
age, taken Nov. 21 2008. Embattled file-sharing site The Pi¬ 
rate Bay is looking for safe havens in Norway and Spain after 
its Swedish host came under legal pressure to shut it down. 
Associated Press 


ANNE FLAHERTY 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Inter¬ 
net users who illegally share 
music, movies or television 
shows online could soon re¬ 
ceive warning notices from 
the five major U.S. Internet 
service providers. 

The Copyright Alert System, 
organized by the recording 
and film industry, is being 
activated this week to tar¬ 
get consumers using peer- 
to-peer software. 

Under the new system, 
complaints will prompt an 
Internet service provider — 
such as Verizon or AT&T — 
to notify a customer whose 
Internet address has been 
detected sharing files ille¬ 
gally. A person will be giv¬ 
en up to six opportunities 
to stop before the Internet 
providerwill take more dras¬ 
tic steps, such as temporar¬ 
ily slowing their connection, 
or redirecting Internet traf¬ 
fic until they acknowledge 
they received a notice or 


RAPHAEL SATTER 
Associated Press 
LONDON (AP) — More than 
a decade after online file 
swapping tipped the mu¬ 
sic industry into turmoil, re¬ 
cord executives may finally 
be getting a sliver of good 
news. Industry revenue is 
up. A measly 0.3 percent, 
but it’s still up. “We’re on 
the path to recovery,” said 
Frances Moore, whose In¬ 
ternational Federation of 
the Phonographic Industry 
put together the figures re¬ 


review educational materi¬ 
als about copyright law. 
Consumers who maintain 
they have been wrongly 
accused would be forced 
to pay $35 to appeal the 
decision. The fee would be 
reimbursed if they prevail. 
Proponents say the focus 
is on deterring the aver¬ 
age consumer rather than 


leased in a report Tuesday. 
“There's a palpable buzz in 
the air.” 

In her forward to the IFPI re¬ 
port, Moore said the return 
to growth was a tribute to 
the transformation of the 
music industry, saying it had 
“adapted to the Internet 
world.” That change has 
been a long time coming. 
Online song sharing popu¬ 
larized by services such as 
Napster at the turn of the 
millennium seriously desta¬ 
bilized the industry, which 


chronic violators. The direc¬ 
tor of the organization be¬ 
hind the system, Jill Lesser 
of the Center for Copyright 
Infringement, said in a blog 
post Monday that the pro¬ 
gram is “meant to educate 
rather than punish, and di¬ 
rect (users) to legal alterna¬ 
tives.” 

Each Internet provider is 


reacted with a barrage of 
lawsuits and lobbying. But 
the war on piracy failed to 
stem the tide of free music, 
and by the time executives 
finally began making legal 
music available through 
download services such as 
Apple Inc.’s iTunes, the in¬ 
dustry was in a free fall. 
Since its 1999 peak, the 
global music industry’s rev¬ 
enues have crashed more 


expected to implement its 
own system. The program 
gives each customer five 
or six “strikes" after a music 
or film company has de¬ 
tected illegal file-sharing 
and lodged a complaint. 
The first alerts are expected 
to be educational, while 
the third and fourth would 
require the customer to 
acknowledge that they 
have received the warn¬ 
ings and understand their 
behavior is illegal. The final 
warnings are expected to 
lead to “mitigation mea¬ 
sures,” such as slowing a 
person’s Internet connec¬ 
tion speeds. 

Officials involved in the ef¬ 
fort acknowledge it’s un¬ 
likely to stop the biggest 
violators. There are ways 
to disguise an IP address or 
use a neighbor's connec¬ 
tion that is unlocked. Public 
wireless connections, such 
as those offered at cof¬ 
fee shops, also won’t be 
monitored. □ 


than 40 percent. Tuesday’s 
figures, which show a rise in 
global revenue from $16.4 
billion in 2011 to $16.5 bil¬ 
lion in 2012, are the first hint 
of growth in more than a 
decade. 

Mark Mulligan, of U.K.- 
based MIDiA consulting, 
warned that Tuesday’s 
figures did not mean the 
industry had put its misery 
years behind it. Q 



FOR SALE 

Divi Links Week 7 

Large Studio unit 
Price $10,000.00 
Call 737-3000 
ITR Realty Inc 
itraruba@gmail.com 

_ 198891 

FOR SALE 

On behalf of Owner 
Dutch Village wk 8 

1 bdr $7,500.00 
Top location 
Call 737-3000 
ITR Realty Inc 
itraruba@gmail.com 

198891 

FOR SALE 

On behalf of Owner 
Divi Links week 6 

Large Studio Unit 
Next to Infinity Pool 
Price $10,000.00 
Call 737-3000 
ITR Realty Inc 
itraruba@gmail.com 

198891 

FOR SALE 

On behalf of Owner 
Dutch Village wk 6 

Studio $4,000.00 
Call 737-3000 
ITR Realty Inc 
itraruba@gmail.com 

198891 

FOR SALE 

On behalf of Owner 
Tropicana Week 8 

1 bedroom /1 bath 
Price $7,000.00 
Call 737-3000 
ITR Realty Inc 
itraruba@gmail.com 

_ 198891 

FOR SALE 

On behalf of Owner 
La Cabana wk 4 

1 bedroom /1 bath 
Price $6,000.00 
Call 737-3000 
ITR Realty Inc 
itraruba@gmail.com 

_ 198891 

FOR SALE 

On behalf of Owner 
Dutch Village wk 8 

Studio $6,000 
Call 737-3000 
ITR Realty Inc 
itraruba@gmail.com 

_ 198891 

FOR SALE 

La Cabana Studio 

Rm 422-B wk 8 

Spectacular view - sunday-sunday 
Price $7,000.00 
Call 737-3000 
ITR Realty Inc 
itraruba@gmail.com 

198895 



Onjuo^i 

Best & Solid Real Estate 


Rooi Santo 148 

Very well maintained and 
nicely finished 3 bedroom 
home on 717 m 2 of land. 
Comes with landscaped 
garden plus drip system, 

100 % fencing, nice relaxing 
swimming pool, separate 
garage with laundry 
facilities, lots of privacy, 
airconditioned bedrooms, 
several tiled terraces, 
gazebo and much more. 



tint 


US$479. 


Palm Beach 4-G 
Tel.: 5864242 
www.arubahouses.com 



SPECIAL SALE 

cast del Mar eeath Resent 

On c-.&r-drnom starting Irani $1.500 
TwtJ.Badroom tuning fn>m Hwo 

Ph. call 5W 70W cuteniion 335 

{xCfiiffrfisglwnel aw 



For 1st time since 1999, music revenues inch up 
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Cablevision sues Viacom 


over bundling channels 


AMY CHOZICK 
BRIAN STELTER 
© 2013 New York Times 

In the escalating battle be¬ 
tween media companies 
and cable and satellite 
providers, Cablevision filed 
a lawsuit against Viacom 
on Tuesday, accusing the 
media company of forcing 
it to carry 14 little-watched 
cable channels. 

The lawsuit filed in federal 
court in Manhattan al¬ 
leges that Viacom illegally 
bundled its channels, forc¬ 
ing Cablevision to pay for 
Palladia, MTV Hits and VH1 
Classic, in order to offer 
consumers the company’s 
more popular cable chan¬ 
nels like MTV, Comedy 
Central and Nickelodeon. 
The cost of carrying those 
smaller channels is passed 
on to customers’ cable 
bills, Cablevision said. 

“The manner in which Via¬ 
com sells its programming is 
illegal, anti-consumer and 
wrong,” Cablevision said 
in a statement. “Viacom 
effectively forces Cablevi- 
sion's customers to pay for 
and receive little-watched 
channels in order to get 
the channels they actually 
want.” 

In a statement, Viacom 
said it would “vigorously 
defend this transparent at¬ 
tempt by Cablevision to 
use the courts to renegoti¬ 
ate our existing two-month- 
old agreement.” 

Viacom said that like oth¬ 
er programmers, it does 
not explicitly require dis¬ 
tributors to bundle all of its 
channels together; rather, 
the company provides fi¬ 
nancial incentives to bun¬ 
dle by offering lower prices 
when smaller channels are 
grouped together with big¬ 
ger channels. 

In its statement, Viacom 
said that it had “long of¬ 
fered discounts to those 
who agree to provide 
additional network dis¬ 
tribution” and that most 
distributors view these ar¬ 
rangements as “a win-win 
and pro-consumer.” Fed¬ 
eral courts have upheld 
these arrangements in the 
past, Viacom said. 
Cablevision, which is con¬ 
trolled by Charles F. Dolan, 


said in a statement the 
dispute would not result in 
an immediate disruption in 
programming. The compa¬ 
ny said the lawsuit was filed 
under seal, so it will not be 
accessible to the public. 
The lawsuit represents a 
turning point in the debate 
over “bundling," or the 
practice of selling chan¬ 
nels to cable and satellite 
providers in a package. 
Partly because of the ris¬ 
ing cost of cable, pressure 
has been mounting on the 
bundling system for years. 
But there has been little if 
any structural change - 
both channel owners and 
distributors have found it in 
their best interests to keep 
it intact. 

Class action lawsuits 
against bundling have 
failed in the courts to date. 
But the lawsuit on Tuesday 
was different, since it was 
filed by a distributor. Anti¬ 
trust experts could not im¬ 
mediately recall a similar 
suit.Time Warner Cable, 
the second biggest cable 
company in the country 
behind Comcast, sup¬ 
ported Cablevision in a 
statement on Tuesday that 
read, “We frequently have 
pointed out that there are 
serious problems with the 
current programming en¬ 
vironment. We think this 
lawsuit raises important is¬ 
sues, and we look forward 
to their resolution in the 
courts." 

For Cablevision, the lawsuit 
may be a way to garner 
public support for its point 
of view and simultane¬ 
ously tar Viacom. Cable 
distributors like Cablevi¬ 
sion have been trying to 
portray themselves as pro¬ 
consumer and resistant 
to price increases, even 
while carrying out those 
very same price increases. 
They have argued for years 
- more and more loudly of 
late - that channel owners 
like Viacom are the ones 
requiring them to raise the 
monthly cost of television 
service. 

The channel owners rebut 
that position by pointing to 
the big profits that distribu¬ 
tors report on a quarterly 
basisO 



Best Buy to cut 400 at headquarters 


NEW YORK (AP) — Electron¬ 
ics chain Best Buy Co. says 
it is cutting 400 jobs at its 
headquarters as part of a 
larger $725 million cost-cut- 
ting plan. The cuts are part 
of a move to save $150 mil¬ 
lion in selling, general and 
administrative costs. Best 
Buy says they’re the first 


phase of the larger cost¬ 
cutting plan that new CEO 
Hubert Joly announced 
in November. Best Buy 
has been seeking to turn 
around results as it faces in¬ 
creased compefition from 
online and discount retail¬ 
ers. Minneapolis-based 
Best Buy did not say how 


many people in total it em¬ 
ploys at its headquarters. It 
did say no sales staffers in 
stores are affected. It has 
170,000 staffers worldwide. 
Best Buy says it will offer 
more details on its cost¬ 
cutting plan when it reports 
fourth-quarter results on Fri¬ 
day. □ 


US 4Q bank earnings up 37%; lending up 


MARCY GORDON 
AP Business Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Prof¬ 
its at U.S. banks jumped 
almost 37 percent for the 
October-December pe¬ 
riod, reaching the highest 
level for a fourth quarter in 
six years as banks contin¬ 
ued to step up lending. 

The figures are fresh evi¬ 
dence of the industry’s sus¬ 
tained recovery more than 
four years affer fhe finan¬ 
cial crisis. 

Banks earned $34.7 billion 
in fhe last three months of 
2012, up from $25.4 billion 
a year ago and the highest 
for a fourth quarter since 
2006, the Federal Deposit 
Insurance Corp. reported 
Tuesday. Sixty percent of 
banks reported improved 
earnings from the fourth 
quarter of 2011, the agen¬ 
cy said. 

The FDIC, created dur¬ 
ing the Great Depression 
to ensure bank deposits, 
monitors and examines the 
financial condition of U.S. 
banks. 

For all of 2012, fhe agency 
said bank earnings rose 19 
percent to $141.3 billion, 
the second-highest annual 
level ever. 

The number of banks on 
the agency's “problem” 
list fell to 651 from 694. 
Banks had lower losses on 
loans in fhe fourth quarter 
and set aside almost 25 


percent less to cover po¬ 
tential losses than in the fi¬ 
nal quarter of 2011. 

“The improving trend that 
began more than three 
years ago gained further 
ground in the fourth quar¬ 
ter," FDIC Chairman Martin 



Gruenberg said at a news 
conference. Still, “troubled 
loans, problem banks and 
bank failures remain at ele¬ 
vated levels, while growth 
in lending and revenue re¬ 
mains sluggish,” he said. 
Banks with assets exceed¬ 
ing $10 billion drove the 
bulk of the earnings growth 
in the October-December 
period. While they make 
up just 1.5 percent of U.S. 
banks, they accounted for 
about 82 percent of the in¬ 
dustry earnings. 

Those banks include Bank 
of America Corp., Citi¬ 
group Inc., JPMorgan 
Chase & Co. and Wells 
Fargo & Co. Most of them 
have recovered with help 
from federal bailout mon¬ 
ey and record-low borrow¬ 
ing rates. 

Gruenberg noted that 
banks’ profit from inter¬ 
est they charge has been 


eroded by historically 
low interest rates during 
the economic recovery. 
Banks’ net interest income 
fell to $104.4 billion in the 
fourth quarter from $107.1 
billion a year earlier. Thaf 
was the lowest quarterly 
level since the final three 
months of 2009, the FDIC 
said. The decline in interest 
income has made banks 
increasingly reliant on the 
fees they charge. 

For the sixth time in seven 
quarters, banks’ lending in¬ 
creased. It rose by 1.7 per¬ 
cent in the fourth quarter, 
led by growth in commer¬ 
cial and industrial loans, 
and credit cards. 

That shows banks are be¬ 
coming less cautious, 
which could help the 
economy. More lending 
leads to more consumer 
spending, which drives 
roughly 70 percent of eco¬ 
nomic activity. 

Home equity loans fell by 
2.2 percent, however. 

50 far this year, three banks 
have failed. That follows 

51 closures last year, 92 in 
2011 and 157 in 2010. The 
2010 closures were the 
most in one year since the 
height of the savings and 
loan crisis in 1992. 

In the fourth quarter, the 
decline in bank failures al¬ 
lowed the insurance fund 
to continue to strengthen. 
□ 


Shell to buy Repsol LNG assets for $6.2B 


AMSTERDAM (AP) — Royal 
Dutch Shell says it has struck 
a deal with Spain’s Repsol 
SA to buy Repsol's liquefied 
natural gas assets in Peru 
and Trinidad & Tobago in a 
deal worth $6.2 billion. 

Shell said it would pay $4.4 
billion in cash and assume 
$1.8 billion in Repsol debt 


and other obligations. 

The deal also includes a 
gas-fueled power plant in 
Spain. 

For Shell, Europe's larg¬ 
est oil company, the deal 
builds on an already strong 
specialization in LNG. More 
than half of Shell’s produc¬ 
tion comes from natural 


gas, rather than oil, and it 
has stakes in LNG facilities 
across the world. 

Repsol said separately it 
would book a $3.5 billion 
gain on the deal and sig¬ 
nificantly strengthen its bal¬ 
ance sheet, cutting net 
debt by half fo around €2.2 
billion ($2.9 billion). □ 
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US data. Home Depot lead Dow average higher 


STEVE ROTHWELL 
AP Business Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — A jump 
in home sales and strong 
earnings from Home Depot 
helped the Dow claw back 
more than half of its losses 
from Monday. Improving 
consumer confidence also 
brought back buyers to the 
market. 

The Dow Jones industrial 
average closed up 115.96 
points, or 0.8 percent, to 
13,900.13 on Tuesday. The 
Dow fell 216 points the day 
before, its biggest drop in 
three months, on concern 
that the European debt cri¬ 
sis may flare up again. The 
index has moved 100 points 
or more on four ouf of fhe 
past five trading days. 

The Standard & Poor's 500 
index rose 9.09 points, or 0.6 
percent, to 1,496.94. The 
Nasdaq composite was up 
13.40 points, or 0.4 percent, 
at 3,129.65. 

Home Depot, the big¬ 
gest home improvement 
store chain in the coun¬ 
try, jumped $3.64, or 5.7 
percent, to $67.56 after 
reporting that its income 
rose 32 percent in the lat¬ 
est quarter thanks to strong 
U.S. sales and the cleanup 
that followed Superstorm 
Sandy. That made it the 
biggest gainer in the Dow, 
accounting for about 28 
points, or about a quarter, 
of its advance. 

“Companies on the whole, 
particularly U.S. companies, 
are doing well,” Michael 
Mussio, a portfolio manag¬ 
er af FBB Capital, said. 


Strong earnings from home 
improvement companies, 
such as Home Depot and 
Lowe’s, which reported 
earnings Monday that beat 
Wall Street forecasts, com¬ 
pounded evidence that 
the U.S. housing market is 
maintaining its recovery, 
Mussio said. Also Tuesday, 
the government reported 


that sales of new homes 
jumped 16 percent last 
month to the highest level 
since July 2008. 

The report boosted housing 
companies, which led the 
S&P 500 higher. PulteGroup 
rose $1.03, or 5.7 percent. 


to $19.05, edging out Home 
Depot as the biggest gain¬ 
er in the index. D.R. Horton 
advanced 88 cents, or 4.12 
percent, to $22.25 and Len¬ 
nar Corp. rose $1.35, or 3.7 
percent, to $38.01. 

The rebounding housing 
sector has been an im¬ 
portant factor behind a 
rally that pushed the Dow 


above 14,000 last week, 
close to its record high 
close of 14,164 reached in 
October 2007. The Dow is 
still up 6 percent this year, 
even after Monday’s sell- 
off. The S&P 500 is up 5 per¬ 
cent. 


Also Tuesday, a measure 
of consumer confidence 
rose sharply, reversing 
three months of declines, 
as shoppers began adjust¬ 
ing to a payroll tax hike last 
month. Investors closely 
watched testimony by Fed¬ 
eral Reserve Chairman Ben 
Bernanke. The Fed chair¬ 
man said that the auto¬ 
matic government spend¬ 
ing cuts due to take effect 
Friday would put a drag on 
the economy. He urged 
lawmakers and the White 
House to replace the cuts 
with longer-term policies to 
reduce the budget deficit. 
Investors shouldn’t be dis¬ 
suaded from buying stocks 
by any flare-up in Europe’s 
economic troubles, says 
Hans Olsen, a strategist 
at Barclays. The strategist 
says stocks should have a 
good year thanks to earn¬ 
ings growth and a pickup in 
corporate dealmaking. 
Deals have accelerated 
sharply in the last three 
months and have involved 
household names including 
Heinz, Dell and American 
Airlines. Some of the ac¬ 
quired companies soared 
20 percent or more when 
the deals are announced. 
It's not yet clear how the 
recent see-saw in the mar¬ 
ket will affect investors. Indi¬ 
vidual investors have been 
creeping back into stocks 
since the start of this year, 
but the swings might yet 
unnerve them. 

“The gyrations worry them, 
it scares them, even though 
the market is up," says Ga¬ 


briel Fancher, an adviser at 
the Financial Group, a fi¬ 
nancial planner. “The mar¬ 
ket seems out of people’s 
hands these days.” 
Tuesday’s good news 
about the economy in the 
U.S. helped investors turn 
their focus away from Eu¬ 
rope. While U.S. markef 
rose, European markets fell 
again as investors worried 
about Italy's political situa¬ 
tion. The country is facing 
political gridlock after elec¬ 
tions left Parliament with no 
clear-cut winner. 

U.S. stocks slumped Mon¬ 
day after election results 
in Italy showed a race too 
close to call. That left inves¬ 
tors fearful that the country, 
the euro region’s third-larg- 
est, will struggle to form a 
governmenf that can move 
forward with reforms fo re¬ 
vive the economy, rekin¬ 
dling the region’s debt crisis 
and worries over the viabil¬ 
ity of its shared currency, 
the euro. Italy’s main stock 
index dropped 4.9 percent 
Tuesday. The yield on Italy’s 
benchmark government 
bond rose sharply, to 4.83 
percent from 4.43 percent 
the day before, as investors 
sold them. That's still far be¬ 
low the 7 percent the yield 
traded at in January 2012, 
when confidence in Italy’s 
finances was far lower. The 
euro was little changed 
against the dollar. Other 
European indexes also fell, 
but not as much. Stocks fell 
2.3 percent in Germany, 2.7 
percent in France, and 1.3 
percent in Britain.^ 



Trader F. Hill Creekmore smiles as he works on the floor of the 
New York Stock Exchange Tuesday, Feb. 26, 2013. Strong earn¬ 
ings from Home Depot helped lift the Dow on Wall Street Tues¬ 
day. A jump in home sales and consumer confidence also 
brought buyers back to the market after a big sell-off Monday. 

(AP Photo/Richard Drew) 




NEED CASH TODAY? 


VISIT US & COMPARE FOR YOURSELF! 

JUWELENHUISJE 

OPtNJOAM-flPW MONDAY- f RUJAY 


PAWN OR SELL YOUR GOLD 


ORANJESTAD WERFSTRAAT 7 LOK r 12 T|L 588 4141 0 SAN NICOLAS B, V/D VEEN ZEPPENFELD STRA AT 14 TIL 584 4141 , 



































WEDNESDAY 27 FEBRUARY 


v^flCOMICS 


Mutts 



7 


OF Course we 

HAVE TO 

CROWDSOURCE 
— WHAT 
OTHER OPT/oNS 
T>0 WE HAVE 
BROOM'D 
Here ? 



©2013 Rina Piccolo 

SIX CH1X ©2013 King Features Syndicate, Inc, 


tfiftA Piccolo. COM 


tf/CCofc 

' VC I Fe^Tu C0A1 2-27 


Blondie 


CELEBRATION TO HONOR 
OUR BOSS'S RETIRING AFTER 
20 YEARS WITHOUT TAKING 
A DAY OFF 



CAN YOU IMAGINE 20 YEARS OF 
HAYING SOMEONE LEANING OYER 
-i YOUR SHOULDER AT WORK?/r 


^20 < I'LL THROW IN SOME 

YEARS?/) EXTRA PARTY HATS 



Mother Goose & Grimm 



Baby Blues 



Zits 




Conceptis Sudoku 
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Difficulty Level ★ ★ ★ 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 Irritated 

6 Ensnare 

10 Grain storage 
tower 

14 Castle or 
Dunne 

15 _-de-camp; 
military position 

16 Farm machine 

17 Small lakes 

18 Disassemble 

19 Roaring beast 

20 Tempting; 
appealing 

22 Word in a polite 
request 

24 Air opening 

25 Thin 

26 Natural skill 

29 Plan be 
foresightful 

30 Happy _ clam 

31 Stupid 

33 Ross or Rigg 

37 Freeway exit 

39 Gathers leaves 

41 Twofold 

42 Piece of 
asparagus 

44 Coin-operated 
parking timer 

46 Nothing 

47 Used needle 
and thread 

49 In a tidy way 

51 Hot dog topper, 
for some 

54 Baez or Rivers 

55 Whole 

56 Lasts 

60 Genesis man 

61 Iran’s continent 

63 Nebraska city 

64 Draw; attract 

65 Now and _; 
occasionally 

66 Belly button 

67 _ up; founds 

68 His and _ 

69 Smooth and 
glossy 

DOWN 

1 Juicy & ready 
to be picked 

2 Press, as 
clothes 


3 Season that 
began Feb. 13 

4 Leafy 
vegetable 

5 Come down 

6 Deride; tease 

7 Engagement 
symbol 

8 Also say 

9 Magazine title 

10 Magnificent 

11 Epic by Homer 

12 Not tight 

13 Landlord 

21 Bury 

23 Pencil’s center 

25 Cookie _; flat 
baking pan 

26 Paving 
substances 

27 Without delay, 
for short 

28 Like a poor 
excuse 

29 Invited 

32 Appointed 

34 Mom’s sister 

35 Hammer's 
target 


36 Actress Sheedy 
38 Hobbies 
40 Mexican mister 
43 Raise, as kids 
45 Motives 
48 Door decor at 
Christmastime 

50 Critter 

51 Lunch & dinner 


52 Excessive 

53 Begin 

54 Denim pants 

56 Dock 

57 Hang on to 

58 You, biblically 

59 Polio vaccine 
developer 

62 That girl 
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Classifieds 


FOR RENT 
Tropicana week 8 

1 bedroom, sleeps 4, pool side 
sun. 2/24 - sun. 3/3 $700.00 
Aruba Cell: 745-5246 

E-mail: iceprincess3754@yahoo. 

198746 

Christmas & New Year 
week 2013 

2 x one bedroom timeshare suite 
for rent in Aruba for wk 51 and wk 
52 for 2013 contact: 
execsun2000@yahoo.com 



Beach Villas at Divi Phoenix (NEW) 

Wk 7,8,9 IB &2B units from $9500 
Marriott Aruba Surf Club 

Platinum Season 

OV $18k OS $19k OF $29K 

3 BEDRM $29k 

Plat Plus Holiday 51 OV -$42k 

Plat Plus NY 52 OV- $49k 

GOLD Season 

OSSIOkOV $9500 

Oceanfront$17k 

3 BEDRM OV $17,000 

Marriott Aruba Ocean Club 

Platinum 2B OV$19k 
Oceanfront PLAT $29k 
Platinum 1 BOV $12,500 
Gold season 2B OV $10,000 
Oceanfront 2B $17,000 
IB Oceanfront $9,500 
La Cabana Beach & Racquet Club 

**Preferred Resale Company** 

ALL summer & fall weeks starting 
at $3k 

Studio, IBdrm & 2Bdrm available. 
Costa Linda & Playa Linda inventory 
We also RENT Aruba weeks for 
owners. 

Contact us to BUY, SELL or RENT any 
timeshare property. 
www.conciergerealty.com 

Concierge Realty 
Michelle Donato 
michelledonato@cfl.rr.com 

Licensed Real Estate Broker 
888-888-2204 X-101 
321-206-6293 Local Florida 


If you have 
interest in 
selling or 
Buying ANY 
timeshare 
contact us! 


Michelle Donato 



FOR SALE 

Divi Aruba Phoenix 
Waterfront Villas week 8 

Unit #821 and #822 
2 bedroom, 3 baths 
units can be split over 
week 8 & week 9 $26,000 
E-mail: jwhelan99@sbcalobal.net 
Cell: 203-910-7333 
on Island till march 2nd 


Salon / Special 

Massage (50 min) $50 
Massage (80 min) $75 
Manic & Pedicure $30 
Facial (basic) $45, and much more 
and much more... 

Bella Vista Spa. 

Seroe Patrishi 43 A Free pick up!! 
Call now 583-7338/737-1408 


FOR SALE 

Florida Time Share for sale 

grand shores west South of Tampa 
wk 3 +4 Island Towers FI. Meyers 
Beach 12/15 wk 501 br 1800 BO 
local 3/7 565-9394 
rmwjmw@aol.com 
508-651-0016 


FOR RENT 
Divi Aruba Phoenix 

Best room & view in Aruba! 
Featuring Sweeping ocean views 
2 floor, weeks 7 

Presidents week 2014 for $6300 
& week 8 2014 for $5500 
E-mail: mccarinosa@amail.com 
Ph: 732-580-5928 

_ 19887 

FOR RENT 

Paradise Beach Villas 

1 br-mar. 03-10 
1 br - mar. 10-17 
1 br-mar. 17-24 
$850 each week 
rental@arubadirectdeals.com 
732-2788 

_ 19889 

FOR SALE 

Paradise Beach Villas 

wk 5 -1 br $6,000 

wk 6 -1 br $6000 

wk7-1 br $7,000 

wk8-1 br $8,000 

wk 9 -1 br $8,000 

sales@arubadirectdeals.com 

732-2788 


Til: 5S2-069F / 503-7404 

Scholland 3tr 70 


f* e 


„dyour Stay 


HJiti 



Quality Apartments 

'STudig A AptJ. "Fully 

■■Kitctteii / Alrt® / Cable W "Swurming Pgol 
L*ss fhaii E ■'nilt fr&rti 0-tfich A * kitqt fufiwwrUela. 
Fcef free to contact or visit uf. 

WlfHi - Fni: 8tm-7pin. Sot 4 Sufi- Son-5pm. 


My Genie Real Estate 
Aruba 

Timeshare and Condo’s Resales 

from owners 

Marriott Surf Club and Ocean Club 

1,2 and 3 bedroom any season, any 
location, AT Tremendous prices 

Occidental Grand 

optional all inclusive and mandatory 
all inclusive 

Jr Suites., 1 br, 2 br and 3 br any 
season, any location, at tremendous 
price! 

Dutch Village 

1 bdrwk8 Room #94, 28 
wks remaining . 8 accelerate 
US$10,000 

Occidental Grand 

1 bdr wk 8 ocean view, 
all inclusive mandatory 
US$20,000 

Oceania Condos 

3 bdr, 2 V 2 bath 4th floor view or both 
sides of the Island view price: 

$750,000 

Aruba Phoenix 

1 bdr, wk 5 room #713 38 weeks left 
on the contract $22000 

1 bdr wk 6 room #613 38 weeks left on 
the contract $22000 

La Cabana BRC 

Studio , wk 8 room #107B, ocean view 
grounf fl. fri-fri, $7,500 

2 bdr, wks 8+9 room #202E, 
ocean front sun-sun $20,000 each 

Palma Real 

3 bdr, 3 bath, fully furnished 
fully airc. 24 hrs security 
community pools, $420,000 

Paradise Beach Villas 

2 bdr, wk 8 Room #128 ocean front 
Eagle Beach view $20,000 

La Cabana 

Studio week 7 room #431B ocean view 
Thursday check in $7500 

Dutch Village 

Studio week 9 room 135 with 33 weeks 
remain on the contract 8 can be 
accelerated non mandatory maintance 
fee price $6000 

Divi Links (Golf) 

1 bdr, wk 7 and 8 room #4226 35 
weeks left on the contract $8500 each 
Studio wk 7 and 8 room #4225 35 
weeks left on the contract $7500 each 

Casa del Mar 

2 br wk 9 room 1208 pool/ocean view 
for $18500 

Renaissance 

1 br wk 8 room 2303 pool/ocean view 
for $10000 

26 years of experience 
FREE LISTINGS! 

for more info: 562-0712 / 731-2012 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 

114837 


FOR SALE 

Paradise Beach Villas 

weeks 5,6,7,8 & 9 
1st floor pool side 
8500 per wk 

USA Dorothy 623 933 7554 
or barry 360 546 0788 

198526 

FOR SALE 

Time share for sale 

2 units 4 wks 
Tropicana: wk7 +8 1 br 
fri to fri -1580 
sat to sat 5559 

buy all for best price or $5600 each 
lddai@yahoo.com 
call Tropicana Rm 1580 
until march 1 

_ 198869B 

FOR SALE 

Casa del Mar 

wk#9-1209 
$11,500 Tel. 565-4573 

198884 

FOR SALE 

Time Share for sale 

Divi properties floating wks 
Studio Ibrwk 11-50 
Tropicana wk 7 1 br 3200 
wk 2 Paradise Villa Rm 313 2800 
BO local 565-9394 
rmwjmw@aol.com 
508-651-0016 


FOR SALE 

Renaissance Time share 

3 weeks for SALE 
2 week 8's $8,000 
1 week 9 
$8000 per 

all first floor pool side 
will discount multiple weeks 
call George at Aruba Beach Club 
Rm 223 for info. 582-3000 


250K US 1 mile from beach, 
turnkey 3 bd 2 bath new villa 
granite countertop kitchen 
stainless steel appliances. 
Open area vault ceiling central 
air, water heater, security 
system 

+297 593 0946 AUA 
+ 1 702 862 0711 USA 


LA CABANA 
one br thur start $5200 
week 7 Rm 427C 

recently renovated, local 565-9394 
or e-mail: rmwimw@aol.com 
US 508-651-0016 


FOR RENT or SALE 

Divi Golf Links 

wk 6, 7 (president’s wk) 

& 8 Studio, 1 bd, 2 bd or 3 bd 
overlooking Infinity Pool 
starting at $1100 per wk 
e-mail: emac16@aol.com 
Ph: 732-580-5828 


198862 


DOCTOR 
oON DUTY 

A , Oranjestad 

Dr. Angela 

QnuranraiB 

ern 




POLIS 

100 

POLIS 

581-1100 

ORANJESTAD 

582-4000 

NOORD 

587-0009 

STA. CRUZ 

585-4710 

SAVANETA 

584-7000 

SAN NICOLAS 

584-5000 

FIRE DEPT 

115 

FIRE DEPT 

582-1108 

POLIS TIPLINE 

11141 

HOSPITAL 

527-4000 

AMBULANCE 

582-1234 

SAN NICOLAS 
AMBULANCE 

584-5050 


PHARMACY 


O'STAD 


Dakota Tel: 588-7364 


S NI CO LAS -Centro _Med ico _Te h 584-5794 

SERVICES 


INFORMATION 

118 

SETAR 

582-2116 

TAXI 

582-5900 

TAXI-TAS 

587-5900 

PROF. TAXI 

588-0035 

TAXI D.T.S. 

587-2300 

SERVICE ARUBA 

583-3232 


CRUISESHIP 

Feb. 27 Ryndam 


Caribbean Princess 
Freewinds 


Aruba Aiport 
American Airline 
Avianca 
Dutch Antilles 
Insel Air 
Jet Blue 
Spirit Airlines 
Tiara Air 
Venezolana 


524-2424 

582-2700 

588-0059 

588-1900 

588-9314 

588-2244 

582- 7117 
588-4272 

583- 7674 


FOUNDATION 
FELLOWSHIP CLINIC 

Tel: 584-6440 

Alcoholism & Drug Addiction, 
Anonymity guaranteed 


FUNDACION 

Anti-Droga 

Aruba 

(FADA) Tel: 583-2999 

FUNDACION 
Respetami 
Teh 582-4433 _ 
Diabetric Foundation 
Arubano 
Teh 583-3808 _ 
Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel: 583-8989 

Foundation Amor 
pa Prohimo 

Tel: 583-3345 /586-6976 

Women in Difficulties 

Foundation 

Tel: 583-5400 
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^SCIENCE 



11 pre-Hispanic bodies found at Peru sports center 



A skeleton lays unearthed in the sports complex where Peru’s 
national soccer team practices in Lima, Peru, Tuesday, Feb. 26, 
2013. 


Associated Press 


CARLA SALAZAR 
Associated Press 
LIMA, Peru (AP) — Archae¬ 
ologists studying a small 
site at Peru’s main sports 
center have dug up eight 
skeletons dating from at 
least 700 years ago and 
three others twice that old. 
The discovery of pre-His- 
panic remains was made 
at the Huaca Tupac Ama¬ 
ru B site at the National 
Sports Village. 

The 400-square-meter 
(yard) site sits just a few 
meters (feet) from the sta¬ 
dium where Peru's national 
soccer team trains. 
Archaeologist Fernando 
Herrera, head of the proj¬ 


ect, told The Associated 
Press on Tuesday that three 
sets of remains were de¬ 
termined to belong to the 
Lima culture, which devel¬ 
oped between A.D. 200 
and 700. 

The eight other skeletons 
came from the more re¬ 
cent Yschma culture, be¬ 
tween A.D. 1000 and 1400, 
he said. 

Each skeleton was found 
lying on a bed of woven 
reeds. The bodies were tied 
with braided rattan and 
covered by one or more 
cloths. They were buried 
with ceramics, textiles, fruit 
tree leaves, and tools used 
for agriculture, he said. 
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Herrera said the first skel¬ 
eton was found in Decem¬ 
ber and the others were re¬ 
covered in January. The ar¬ 
chaeological team thinks 
there may be more and is 
still searching the site, he 
said. 

There are many archaeo¬ 
logical sites in Lima, includ¬ 
ing the Huaca Pucllana in 
the Miraflores residential 
district that has a towering 


Lima culture pyramid. 

Luis Felipa Villacorta, an 
archaeologist and histo¬ 
rian who is director of the 
private Antonio Raimondi 
museum, said the find at 
the sports center will add 
to “the mosaic and image 
of the Lima culture that is 
very diffuse” compared to 
the Nazca and Moche civi¬ 
lizations that developed si¬ 
multaneously in other parts 


of the coast of what is now 
Peru. 

Unfortunately not much is 
known of the Lima culture, 
he said, partly “because 
the city, the capital, has 
grown over it.” 

In addition, there has been 
more interest in the “pre- 
Hispanic cultures that are 
outside the metropolitan 
area: the Moche, Nazca, 
Wari,” he addedO 


Ailing pets getting hyperbaric 
chamber treatment 



In this photo taken Jan. 25, 2013, Dr. Justin Shmalberg, a veterinarian and professor at the 
University's of Florida's College of Veterinary Medicine, said that hyperbaric oxygen chambers 
are being used to treat inflammation, wounds and other conditions in pets, in Gainesville, Fla. 

Associated Press 


TAMARA LUSH 
Associated Press 
GAINESVILLE, Florida (AP) 

— Hyperbaric chambers 
have been used for de¬ 
cades to treat divers with 
the bends, burn victims 
and people with traumatic 
injuries, 

but in the U.S. they’re in¬ 
creasingly being used on 
ailing pets. 

Doctors at the University 
of Florida’s College of Vet¬ 


erinary Medicine have 
recently used an oxygen 
chamber on dogs, cats, 
ferrets, rabbits and one 
monkey. 

Veterinarian and profes¬ 
sor Justin Shmalberg said 
the capsule has been used 
to treat animals that have 
been bitten by rattlesnakes, 
hit by cars and those with 
infected wounds, among 
other things. 

“Any place we have swell¬ 


ing of tissue, we oftentimes 
are thinking about the 
hyperbaric chamber as 
something we could do to 
decrease that,” he said. 
Shmalberg said the cham¬ 
ber’s high-pressure atmo¬ 
sphere of pure oxygen ap¬ 
pears to help reduce swell¬ 
ing and aid healing time. 
He added that the school 
will begin clinical trials this 
summer to determine how 
- or even if - the hyperbaric 
chamber really is effective 
in speeding recoveries and 
healing animals. 

There is little research on 
hyperbaric treatments and 
pets, although veterinar¬ 
ians who use the cham¬ 
bers note that most of the 
research for human hyper¬ 
baric treatments comes 
from trials done on rabbits 
and rats. □ 
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New dad Nick Lachey to 
release a lullaby album 


NEW YORK (AP) — First-time 
dad Nick Lachey knows 
all about rocking a baby 
to sleep. Now he wants to 
help other kids get their 
rest. 

His new album, “A Father’s 
Lullaby,” will be released 
in a few weeks. It features 
12 songs, including classics 
like “You Are My Sunshine” 
and “Brahms Lullaby." The 
album also features four 
original tracks that Lachey 
co-wrote, inspired by his 
own baby. 

The 39-year-old singer 
and his wife, TV personal¬ 
ity Vanessa Lachey, wel¬ 
comed their son, Camden, 
last September. 

“A Father's Lullaby” will be 



This publicity photo provided 
by Fisher-Price shows multi¬ 
platinum recording artist and 
new father, Nick Lachey's 
album cover for “A Father’s 
Lullaby.” Associated Press 


available on iTunes and 
Amazon on March 13. It will 
be in stores in April. 

Lachey will release a new 
album, “2.0,” in May with 
his group, 98 DegreesO 


Dorothy Hamill and Andy 
Dick among ‘Dancing’ stars 



In this publicity image released by AMC, 
from left, Aaron Paul, Jonathan Banks, 

Bryan Cranston and Giancarlo Esposito 
are shown in a scene from the premiere 
episode of Season 4 of “Breaking Bad,”. 

Associated Press 


NEW YORK (AP) — A gold- 
medal figure skater, a 
country music legend and 
a kooky comedian are 
stepping their way onto 
“Dancing With the Stars.” 
ABC says Dorothy Hamill, 
Wynona Judd and Andy 
Dick are among 11 con¬ 
tenders for the mirrored 
ball on the new season of 
the celebrity dance com¬ 
petition. 

Other famous faces in the 
show’s 16th edition include 
standup comic and ac¬ 
tor D.L. Hughley, Baltimore 
Ravens football player Ja¬ 
coby Jones and former 
“American Idol" contes¬ 
tant Kellie Pickier. 


Also on hand 
will be former 
welterweight 
boxing champ 
Victor Ortiz, 

“General Hos¬ 
pital” star Ingo 
Rademacher, 
actress-singer 
Zendaya Cole¬ 
man and Lisa 
Vanderpump 
from “The Real 
Housewives of 
Beverly Hills,” as 
well as Olym¬ 
pic gold-medal 
gymnast Aly 
Raisman. 

The new “Dancing With the 
Stars” season kicks off on 


ABC with a two-hour pre¬ 
miere on March 180 


‘Breaking Bad’ donates cast clothing to U.S. shelter 


RUSSELL CONTRERAS 
Associated Press 
ALBUQUERQUE, New Mex¬ 
ico (AP) — The hit televi¬ 
sion series “Breaking Bad,” 
a show about the meth- 


amphetamine wars in Al¬ 
buquerque, is helping the 
city's homeless — and giv¬ 
ing fans a chance to own 
some memorabilia. 

New Mexico's largest 


emergency shelter said 
the show recently donated 
boxes of clothing worn by 
cast members from past 
episodes that will be sold 
at the shelter's thrift store 


beginning Wednesday. 
Proceeds will go toward 
the Albuquerque-based 
shelter, said Joy Junction 
CEO Jeremy Reynolds. 
Donated clothing also will 


give “Breaking Bad” fans 
an opportunity to buy 
pieces of show memora¬ 
bilia, said Reynolds. 

“Fans love the show, so 
it's just great that we can 


give some of them a last¬ 
ing memory and while so 
doing help Joy Junction as 
well," he said. 

The thrift store will be open 
seven days a week at the 


shelter but will not be sell¬ 
ing clothing online. And it’s 
not clear what the items for 
sale include. 

“Breaking Bad" follows 
chemistry teacher Walter 


White, played by Bryan 
Cranston, producing and 
selling methamphetamine 
with a former student, 
Jesse Pinkman, played by 
Aaron Paul. The series is 


shot in Albuquerque and is 
shooting its final season. 
Joy Junction currently is 
raising money for a new 
chapel, dormitory and 
women's center. 

The thrift store isn't the only 
place fans of the show can 
purchase clothing from the 
popular show. The Candy 
Lady store in Albuquer¬ 
que’s Old Town sells rep¬ 
licas of the “Heisenberg” 
hat, the black pork pie 
hat worn by Bryan Crans¬ 
ton’s character when he's 
conducting drug business 
under his alias Heisenberg. 
The candy store also sells 
“Breaking Bad" T-shirts and 
blue meth rock candy. 

“All this ‘Breaking Bad’ 
is selling like crazy,” said 
owner Debbie Ball, who 
sells item online. “The show 
has really grabbed fans 
who want anything related 
to it." 

The Albuquerque Con¬ 
vention & Visitors Bureau 
recently even created a 
website of the show's most 
popular places around 
town to help tourists navi¬ 
gate, and ABQ Trolley 
Company sold out all its 
“BaD” tours last year at $60 
a ticket. 

Ball also offers tours of fa¬ 
mous Albuquerque scenes 
from the show in a lim¬ 
ousine with a tour guide 
dressed the character 
Walter White.Q 



In this publicity image released by AMC, from left, Aaron Paul, Jonathan Banks, Bryan Cranston and Giancarlo Esposito are shown 
in a scene from the premiere episode of Season 4 of “Breaking Bad,”. Associated Press 
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Olympics expected to affect next Oscars date 


DERRIK J. LANG 
AP Entertainment 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — While 
the giant Oscar statues are 
still being washed off and 
stowed away, planners 
are already struggling with 
the timing for next year’s 
show in what could be a 
very early and very late 
awards season because 
of the 2014 Winter Olym¬ 
pics, which fall right in the 
middle of things from Feb. 
7 to 23. 

Oscar organizers have yet 
to make a decision about 
next year’s schedule, but 
the motion picture acad¬ 
emy and broadcaster ABC 



This Feb. 22, 2013 file photo shows Antonella Michelena, a 
television reporter from Mexico, silhouetted as she reports 
from the red carpet outside the Dolby Theatre in the Hollywood 
section of Los Angeles. 

Associated Press 


MacFarlane says he's 
not hosting Oscars again 


NEW YORK (AP) — It looks 
like it's one and done at 
the Oscars for host Seth 
MacFarlane. 

The “Family Guy" cre¬ 
ator was asked on his 
Twitter account whether 
he’d consider hosting the 
Academy Awards again, 
and he replied: 

“No way. Lotta fun to 
have done it, though.” 
MacFarlane's edgy com¬ 
edy proved a polarizing 
force at Sunday's Acad¬ 


emy Awards, with jokes 
about domestic violence, 
women's bodies and 
Jews in 

Hollywood that offended 
some viewers. The Os¬ 
cars did get their biggest 
audience in three years, 
however, with particu¬ 
lar growth among young 
viewers. 

MacFarlane's spokes¬ 
woman said Tuesday 
she had nothing to 
add to the tweet. □ 



Host Seth MacFarlane speaks 
onstage during the Oscars at 
the Dolby Theatre on Sunday 
Feb. 24, 2013, in Los Angeles. 

Associated Press 


avoided the Winter Games 
in 2006 and 2010 by push¬ 
ing the show to March, 
after originally moving up 
the telecast to late Febru¬ 
ary from March in 2004. This 
was partly in response to 
the awards fatigue factor, 
given all the ceremonies 
now populating the peri¬ 
od. In earlier decades, the 
Oscars — pretty much the 
only show in town — were 
held in March and even as 
late as April. 

“They don't have a lot of 
wiggle room,” said Brad 
Adgate, research director 
for media-buying compa¬ 
ny Horizon Media. “I would 
suspect next year's Oscars 
will be held in March. The 
Academy Awards have 
never been held in Janu¬ 
ary. 

They’re always the final 
show during awards sea¬ 
son, and obviously the 
most prestigious and high¬ 
est rated." 

The Screen Actors Guild 
and Producers Guild of 
America have already an¬ 
nounced that they’re mov¬ 
ing up their 2014 ceremo¬ 
nies to Martin Luther King 
weekend on Jan. 18 and 
19 respectively to avoid 
the Winter Olympics in So¬ 
chi, Russia, and the Super 
Bowl at the MetLife Stadi¬ 
um in East Rutherford, N.J., 


which is set for Feb. 2. 

The timing of the Winter 
Olympics is likely to affect 
other awards shows, too. 
Dates for next year's Gram- 
mys and Golden Globes 
shows, as well as ceremo¬ 
nies for the Directors Guild 
and Writers Guild, have yet 
to be announced. There 
could be a month-long 
gap between the 86th 
annual Academy Awards 
and all other awards sea¬ 
son ceremonies, if those 
shows are scheduled for 
January and the Oscars 
end up in March. This raises 
concerns for Oscar orga¬ 
nizers about potential loss 
of interest and momentum 
for nominees, which ulti¬ 
mately could dampen the 
show’s all-important TV rat¬ 
ings. 

Such concerns have been 
partly behind a push in re¬ 
cent years to move up sev¬ 
eral awards proceedings. 
The motion picture acad¬ 
emy, for instance, held 
the nominations for this 
year's Oscars earlier than 
ever on Jan. 10. That put 
the announcements three 
days before Hollywood’s 
second-biggest awards 
ceremony, the Hollywood 
Foreign Press Association’s 
Golden Globes, which had 
also been moved up from 
previous yearsO 


Book chronicles journalists’ history-making race 


JESSICA GRESKO 
Associated Press 

“Eighty Days: Nellie Bly and 
Elizabeth Bisland’s History 
Making Race Around the 
World” (Ballantine Books), 
by Matthew Goodman 
Americans have always 
loved a good race. From 
the Kentucky Derby to the 
Indianapolis 500, it's part 
of our DNA to crown the 
fastest. In his book “Eighty 
Days,” Matthew Good¬ 
man tells the story of two 
pioneering female journal¬ 
ists who raced each other 
28,000 miles around the 
globe in 1889. One woman 
went east. The other went 
west. For more than two 
months, readers followed 
the women as they battled 
storms, snow and delays 
until one got back to New 


York City first. 

The competition didn’t 
start as a race. It started 
as a stunt. To boost its cir¬ 
culation, Joseph Pulitzer's 
“The World” newspaper 
dispatched its star inves¬ 
tigative journalist, Nellie 
Bly, off to circumnavigate 
the globe in 75 days. If 
she made it, she would 
beat the fictional record 
set by Phileas Fogg in 
Jules Verne’s 1873 novel, 
“Around the World in 80 
Days.” But when the head 
of The Cosmopolitan mag¬ 
azine read about Bly’s de¬ 
parture, he saw an oppor¬ 
tunity. Less than 24 hours 
later he had his own re¬ 
porter, Elizabeth Bisland, on 
a train headed around the 
world in the opposite di¬ 
rection. The racing report¬ 


ers were strikingly different. 
At the time she departed 
New York City on the morn¬ 
ing of Nov. 14, 1889, Bly 
was already a star. The 
25-year-old had posed as 
a mental patient to expose 
the horrific conditions at a 
women's asylum, gone 
undercover to out a man 
preying on women in Cen¬ 
tral Park and assumed a 
different identity to expose 
a corrupt lobbyist. She had 
also traveled outside the 
country, reporting from 
Mexico for several months. 
Bisland had less grand am¬ 
bitions. The 28-year-old 
initially told her boss she 
didn’t want to drop ev¬ 
erything for the trip in part 
because she had guests 
coming for tea the next 
day. And while Bly famous¬ 


ly wore only one dress on 
her trip and brought a sin¬ 
gle piece of luggage she 
could carry herself, Bisland 

EIGHTY DA VS 
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This book cover image 
released by Ballantine Books 
shows “Eighty Days: Nellie 
Bly and Elizabeth Bisland's 
History-Making Race Around 
the World,” by Matthew 
Goodman. 

Associated Press 


left with a steamer trunk. 
Looking back on their jour¬ 
ney today, it is remarkable 
how slowly the women 
traveled. Getting across 
the country by train took 
Bisland more than four 
days. Crossing the Atlantic 
Ocean by steamship took 
Bly a week. Then there was 
the challenge of commu¬ 
nication, with the women 
relying on telegraph offices 
to announce their arrivals. 
(Without email and a mo¬ 
bile phone, it takes awhile 
for Bly to learn she’s got a 
competitor in her race.) 
Goodman’s book is more 
than a retelling of the 
around-the-globe dash. 
Readers also get a history 
lesson on topics from time 
zones to the 1882 Chinese 
Exclusion Act. □ 



















Pompom Girl 



MAUREEN DOWD 
© 2013 New York Times 

WASHINGTON - Sheryl Sandberg 
is not one to settle for being the It 
Girl of Silicon Valley. 

Nor is the chief operating officer 
of Facebook willing to write a 
book that people might merely 
read. 

One of her friends from her Har¬ 
vard days told Vogue that the 
brainy, beautiful, charming, styl¬ 
ish, happily married 43-year-old 
mother of two, one of the world’s 
richest self-made women, has 
an “infectious insistence.” (She 
would have to, having founded 
Harvard’s aerobics program in 
the ‘80s, wearing blue eye shad¬ 
ow and leg warmers.) 

Now that she has domesticated 
the Facebook frat house, Sand¬ 
berg wants to be “the pompom 
girl for feminism,” as she calls it. 
She has a grandiose plan to be¬ 
come the PowerPoint Pied Piper 
in Prada ankle boots reigniting 
the women’s revolution - Betty 
Friedan for the digital age. She 
wants women to stop limiting 
and sabotaging themselves. 

The petite corporate star is larg¬ 
er than life, and a normal book 
tour for “Lean In,” which she de¬ 
scribes as “sort of a feminist mani¬ 
festo” mixed with career advice, 
just won’t do. 

“I always thought I would run a 
social movement,” she said in 
“Makers,” an AOL/PBS docu¬ 
mentary on feminist history. 
Sandberg may have caught the 
fever to change the world from 
Mark Zuckerberg, or come by it 
genetically. She writes that her 
mother, at age 11, responded to 
a rabbi’s sermon on tikkun olam, 
the Jewish concept of repairing 
the world, by “grabbing a tin 
can and knocking on doors to 
support civil rights workers in the 
South.” 

The charmed Sandberg is no 
Queen Bee. Unlike some other 
women who reach the top, she 
does not pull up the ladder, or 
jungle gym, as she prefers to think 
of it, behind her. Many women 
found it inspiring when she said 
in “Makers” that she left work 
at 5:30 to go home to her kids, 
even while they acknowledged 
that you might have to be Sheryl 
Sandberg to get away with that. 
Sandberg, who worked at the 
Treasury Department for her 
mentor, Larry Summers, and at 
Google before going to Face- 
book, started a group called the 
Women of Silicon Valley to listen 
to celebrity speakers and swap 
stories. 

She knows that there is slow evo¬ 
lution or even erosion in women’s 
progress in some areas, and that 
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many younger women don’t 
want to be called feminists. Pro¬ 
fessional women often take their 
husbands’ last names these days 
without a thought. 

Her book is chockablock with 
good tips and insights, if a bit 
discouraging at times. She urges 
women in salary negotiations 
to smile frequently and use the 
word “we” instead of “I." And 
she encourages employers and 
women to talk upfront about 
plans for children, which employ¬ 
ers may fear is lawsuit fodder. 

She seems to think she can rem¬ 
edy social paradigms with a new 
kind of club - a combo gabfest, 
Oprah session and corporate 
pep talk. (Where’s the yoga?) 
Sandberg has been recruiting 
corporations to join her Lean 
In Foundation, which will cre¬ 
ate the Lean In Community and 
Lean In Circles, which are, as 
The Times’ Jodi Kantor wrote, like 
“consciousness-raising groups of 
yore.” The circles will entail eight 
to 12 peers who will meet month¬ 
ly and use “education modules” 
to learn the skills to pursue equal¬ 
ity. (Like how Rosa Parks used bus 
modules.) The debut assignment 
is a video on how to command 
more authority by altering how 
you speak and sit. 

Women are encouraged to send 
in stories about leaning in, but 
no sad sacks allowed: “Share a 
positive ending about what you 
learned from the experience,” 
says the instructional material for 
Lean In Circles. And no truants: 
“Don’t invite flakes.” 

That leaves me leaning out. 
Sandberg has already gotten 
some flak from women who think 
that her attitude is too elitist and 
that she is too prone to blame 
women for failing to get ahead. 
(Not everyone has Larry Page 
and Sergey Brin volunteering to 
baby-sit, and Zuckerberg offer¬ 
ing a shoulder to cry on.) Not¬ 
ing that her Facebook page for 
“Lean In” looks more like an ego 
wall with “deep thoughts,” critics 
argue that her unique perch as a 
mogul with the world’s best hus¬ 
band to boot makes her tone- 
deaf to the problems average 
women face as they struggle 
to make ends meet in a rough 
economy, while taking care of 
kids, aging parents and house¬ 
work. 

Sandberg describes taking her 
kids to a business conference last 
year and realizing en route that 
her daughter had head lice. But 
the good news was that she was 
on the private eBay jet. 

Sandberg may mean well, and 
she may be setting up a run for 
national office. But she doesn’t 
understand the difference be¬ 
tween a social movement and 
a social network marketing 
campaign. Just because digital 
technology makes connecting 
possible doesn’t mean you’re 
actually reaching people. 

People come to a social move¬ 
ment from the bottom up, not 
the top down. Sandberg has 
co-opted the vocabulary and 
romance of a social movement 
not to sell a cause, but herself.Q 



Austerity, Italian-Style 







PAUL KRUGMAN 
© 2013 New York Times 

Two months ago, when Mario 
Monti stepped down as Italy’s 
prime minister. The Economist 
opined that “The coming elec¬ 
tion campaign will be, above all, 
a test of the maturity and realism 
of Italian voters.” The mature, re¬ 
alistic action, presumably, would 
have been to return Monti - who 
was essentially imposed on Italy 
by its creditors - to office, this 
time with an actual democratic 
mandate. 

Well, it’s not looking good. Mon¬ 
ti’s party appears likely to come 
in fourth; not only is he running 
well behind the essentially comi¬ 
cal Silvio Berlusconi, he’s running 
behind an actual comedian, 
Beppe Grillo, whose lack of a co¬ 
herent platform hasn’t stopped 
him from becoming a powerful 
political force. 

It’s an extraordinary prospect, 
and one that has sparked much 
commentary about Italian po¬ 
litical culture. But without trying 
to defend the politics of bunga 
bunga, let me ask the obvious 
question: What good, exactly, 
has what currently passes for 
mature realism done in Italy or for 
that matter Europe as a whole? 
For Monti was, in effect, the pro- 
consul installed by Germany to 
enforce fiscal austerity on an 
already ailing economy; willing¬ 
ness to pursue austerity without 


limit is what defines respectabil¬ 
ity in European policy circles. This 
would be fine if austerity policies 
actually worked - but they don’t. 
And far from seeming either ma¬ 
ture or realistic, the advocates of 
austerity are sounding increas¬ 
ingly petulant and delusional. 
Consider how things were sup¬ 
posed to be working at this point. 
When Europe began its infatu¬ 
ation with austerity, top officials 
dismissed concerns that slashing 
spending and raising taxes in de¬ 
pressed economies might deep¬ 
en their depressions. On the con¬ 
trary, they insisted, such policies 
would actually boost economies 
by inspiring confidence. 

But the confidence fairy was a 
no-show. Nations imposing harsh 
austerity suffered deep econom¬ 
ic downturns; the harsher the 
austerity, the deeper the down¬ 
turn. Indeed, this relationship has 
been so strong that the Interna¬ 
tional Monetary Fund, in a striking 
mea culpa, admitted that it had 
underestimated the damage 
austerity would inflict. 

Meanwhile, austerity hasn’t even 
achieved the minimal goal of 
reducing debt burdens. Instead, 
countries pursuing harsh auster¬ 
ity have seen the ratio of debt to 
GDP rise, because the shrinkage 
in their economies has outpaced 
any reduction in the rate of bor¬ 
rowing. And because austerity 
policies haven’t been offset by 
expansionary policies elsewhere, 
the European economy as a 
whole - which never had much 
of a recovery from the slump of 
2008-09 - is back in recession, 
with unemployment marching 
ever higher. 

The one piece of good news is 
that bond markets have calmed 
down, largely thanks to the stat¬ 
ed willingness of the European 
Central Bank to step in and buy 


government debt when neces¬ 
sary. As a result, a financial melt¬ 
down that could have destroyed 
the euro has been avoided. But 
that’s cold comfort to the millions 
of Europeans who have lost their 
jobs and see little prospect of 
ever getting them back. 

Given all of this, one might have 
expected some reconsideration 
and soul-searching on the part 
of European officials, some hints 
of flexibility. Instead, however, 
top officials have become even 
more insistent that austerity is the 
one true path. 

Thus in January 2011 Olli Rehn, a 
vice president of the European 
Commission, praised the auster¬ 
ity programs of Greece, Spain, 
and Portugal and predicted that 
the Greek program in particu¬ 
lar would yield “lasting returns.” 
Since then unemployment has 
soared in all three countries - but 
sure enough, in December 2012, 
Rehn published an op-ed article 
with the headline “Europe must 
stay the austerity course.” 

Oh, and Rehn’s response to stud¬ 
ies showing that the adverse ef¬ 
fects of austerity are much big¬ 
ger than expected was to send 
a letter to finance minsters and 
the IMF declaring that such stud¬ 
ies were harmful, because they 
were threatening to erode con¬ 
fidence. 

Which brings me back to Italy, 
a nation that for all its dysfunc¬ 
tion has in fact dutifully imposed 
substantial austerity - and seen 
its economy shrink rapidly as a 
result. 

Outside observers are terrified 
about Italy’s election, and rightly 
so: Even if the nightmare of a 
Berlusconi return to power fails to 
materialize, a strong showing by 
Berlusconi, Grillo or both would 
destabilize not just Italy but Eu¬ 
rope as a whole. □ 
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Hilltop town near Rome prepares to welcome pope 


ELISABETTA POVOLEDO 
© 2013 New York Times 
CASTEL GANDOLFO, Italy - 

This cramped hilltop town 
outside of Rome is in its fi¬ 
nal preparations for the 
arrival on Thursday after¬ 
noon of an honored guest: 
Pope Benedict XVI, who 
will commence his new life 
as “pope emeritus," one of 
the titles by which he will 
be known. 

Town officials have been 
gearing up for a rousing 
- as far as ecclesiastical 


events go - welcome, with 
ringing bells, processional 
torches and the distribution 
of religious images with the 
pope’s countenance on 
one side and a prayer on 
the back. 

“We want to express af¬ 
fection and solidarity for 
a choice that left us per¬ 
plexed and stunned,” said 
the Rev. Pietro Diletti, the 
parish priest of the church 
of San Tommaso di Villa- 
nova, where the pope tra¬ 
ditionally celebrates mass 
each Aug. 15, the feast 
day of the Assumption of 
the Virgin Mary. 

The pope will spend some 
two months here as he 
waits for the restoration 
of more permanent lodg¬ 


ings in a convent inside 
the Vatican where he will 
live out his life, “hidden to 
the world,” as he said this 
month. And as the College 
of Cardinals begins to con¬ 
gregate next week ahead 
of a March conclave to 
choose Benedict’s succes¬ 
sor, the pope’s off-season 
stint in Castel Gandolfo, 
about 15 miles southeast of 
Vatican City, is an added 
assurance that he won't 
exert any undue influence 
in the selection. 


For nearly 400 years, in 
fact, the town of Castel 
Gandolfo has played hosf 
to a succession of pontiffs 
seeking solace from the sti¬ 
fling Roman summer. 

The papacy first laid claim 
to Castel Gandolfo - origi¬ 
nally a small fortress be¬ 
longing to the Savelli fam¬ 
ily - in 1596, but it was 30 
years later that it officially 
became the papal sum¬ 
mer residence, when Pope 
Urban VIII built a new wing 
on the side of the fortress 
that overlooks Lake Alba- 
no. Some years later, the 
renowned Baroque archi¬ 
tect Gian Lorenzo Bernini 
developed a second wing, 
under Pope Alexander VII, 
and over the years new 


lots of land with their villas 
were acquired and elabo¬ 
rate gardens were devel¬ 
oped. 

The pontifical villas of 
Castel Gandolfo cover a 
triangle-shaped swath of 
the town, totaling about 
135 acres. A working farm 
provides produce - fruits 
and vegetables, oil, eggs 
and dairy products - to 
the pope’s kitchens, both 
here and in Vatican City. 
Though the villas are un¬ 
der pontifical jurisdiction 


and high walls and secure 
gates bar entry to outsid¬ 
ers, there is considerable 
interaction with the town. 
“Formally we are two 
states, but in fact it’s all 
one community,” said the 
mayor, Milvia Monachesi, 
noting that a number of 
its 9,000 residents worked 
for the papal villas, mostly 
tending to the gardens. 

The pope's current butler 
is from Castel Gandolfo. 
He replaced Paolo Gabri¬ 
ele, the manservant con¬ 
victed of leaking confiden¬ 
tial Vatican documents, 
an episode that weighed 
heavily on the final year 
of Benedict's pontificate. 
Sentenced to 18 months in 
prison in October, Gabriele 


was later pardoned by the 
pope. 

Townspeople of a certain 
age still recall the protec¬ 
tion given by Pope Pius XII 
after Allied troops landed 
in Anzio in 1944 and the 
area became an open 
war zone. Some 12,000 
people found refuge in the 
pontifical villas. “Around 
here fhere are many peo¬ 
ple named Pio or Pia, Eu¬ 
genio or Eugenia,” in hon¬ 
or of Eugenio Pacelli, who 
became Pius XII, said Pier 


Paolo Turoli, an administra¬ 
tor of the Pontifical Villas at 
Castel Gandolfo. 

Like other towns in the Al¬ 
ban hills, Castel Gandolfo 
is a popular year-round 
weekend destination for 
Romans escaping the cap¬ 
ital’s chaos. 

“But when the pope is 
here, it becomes the cen¬ 
ter of the world,” Mona¬ 
chesi said, with a surge in 
pilgrims, tourists and the 
occasional head of state 
with accompanying en¬ 
tourage. “We're small, but 
we're also very interna¬ 
tional.” It was natural, resi¬ 
dents say, for Benedict to 
want to return to “a place 
that he loved,” the mayor 
said. A plaque outside city 


hall quotes the pope's own 
2011 endorsement: “...Here 
I find everything. Moun¬ 
tains, a lake, and I can 
even see the sea... And 
good people.” 

The pope will arrive here 
by helicopter on Thursday 
afternoon, and will ad¬ 
dress the members of the 
diocese of Albano from 
the apostolic palace in the 
square in the final hours of 
his pontificate, which will 
end at 8 p.m. 

“Symbolically, at that time 
we will see the gates of 
the palace close, and the 
Swiss Guards will make their 
departure,” the Rev. Fed¬ 
erico Lombardi, the Vati¬ 
can spokesman, said at a 
news briefing on Tuesday, 
speaking of the armed 
forces fhaf have served as 
papal bodyguards since 
1506. The Vatican police 
will take over the protec¬ 
tion of the former pontiff. 
The pope will reside in his 
summer aparfmenf here 
with his two secretaries 
and four memores, the lay- 
women of the community 
Memores Domini who care 
for him, said Saverio Pefril- 
lo, fhe director of the Pon¬ 
tifical Villas of Castel Gan¬ 
dolfo. The infimafe setting 
“allows for a more familial 
life,” he said. 

Benedict will have access 
to landscaped gardens 
built over the ruins of the 
sprawling villa used as a 
summer residence by the 
Emperor Domitian, who 
ruled in the first century. 
“Castel Gandolfo is one 
place where the pope can 
find privacy,” Turoli said. 
“And if's our job to ensure 
that he has a restful stay 
here.” 

Anna Maria Vici Torrigiani, 
whose shop here makes 
cassocks and church dec¬ 
orations, last year present¬ 
ed the pope with an icon 
of the Virgin Mary against 
a background that depicts 
Lake Albano and Castel 
Gandolfo. 

“I am hoping that he will 
take the icon with him 
when he goes into the con¬ 
vent in the Vatican,” she 
said. “Given he won’t be 
able to see the world any 
more, I hope he will bring a 
bit of Casfel Gandolfo with 
him.”Q 



Gardens at the Ponitifical Villas of Castel Gandolfo, Italy, Feb. 26 , 2013. Pope Benedict XVI will spend two months in Castel Gandolfo, 
Italy as he waits for the restoration of more permanent lodgings in a convent inside the Vatican where he will live out his life. 

(Gianni Cipriano/The New York Times) 



















